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Mumko TYTKOBCKHI

PECTABPAIIJA 1 [TPE3EHTALIVJA HA JIEJT Off
MO3AMKOT BO CEBEPHUOT KOPUJIOP O[
TEOJOCHJAHCKATA ITAJIATA BO CTOBH

Misko TUTKOVSKI

RESTORATION AND PRESENTATION OF PART OF THE
MOSAIC IN THE NORTH CORRIDOR
OF THE THEODOSIAN PALACE IN STOBI

YK 738.5.025.3/.4(497.713)(091)

HY Crobu

mishko.tutko@googlemail.com

ApxeonommkuoT noramuteT CToOu e JoLypaH BO
Ilentpanna Makemonuja (21°58'57” E, 41°33'29 N), Ha
MPOCTOPOT KOj I orpaHuuyBaat pekute L[pHa u Bap-
nap. Youkarmjata Ha CToOM e M3BpILIeHa VIITe BO KpajoT
Ha XIX BeK, a MpBUTe apXeosIONIKA UCKOIyBamba Ce -
BMBAAT BO IepuojIoT nomery aBete CBeTCKHU BOjHH, KOTa
e OTKpYEH Hajro/ieMMOT JIeJT Off rpajioute Kou ro (op-
MUpaAT LeHTPaJIHOTO TPaficko jazapo. [lomery HUB e u
TeopocujaHcKaTa majiaTa Koja e ejHa off HajrolieMuTe
1 HajlyKCY3HO JIeKOPUpaHUTe Ipaji0M, OTKPHEHH BO
aHTHYKKOT rpay; Crobu. [lanaraTa e orMpaHa Bo LieH-
TPAJTHKOT JIeJT Off TPpafioT ¥ 3aefHo co Kykara Ha [lapre-
HYj, hopMMpaaT eHa rpajicka MHCYIIa Koja ja 3adaka
THOBpIIMHATA TMoMery yiauiure Principalis superior
u Principalis inferior (un. 1). I'pagoara e oTKpueHa co
apxeooNIKKTe McTpakyBama off 1927-1930 rop. (Tepa-
crmoBcKa 2009, 64), a moMami COHAKHU UCKOIYBarba
ce w3Bpuieny Bo 1973/4 ropuna (Kolarik 1982, 204-219).

[91]

The archeological site of Stobi is located in
the central part of Macedonia (21°58'57” E, 41°33'29
N) in the area delineated by the Crna and the Vardar
River. Stobi was discovered as early as the end of the
19% century, with the first archeological excavations
taking place in the period between the two World
Wars. This was when most of the monuments forming
the central city core were discovered. One of them is
the Theodosian Palace, which is one of the largest and
most luxuriously decorated monuments discovered in
the ancient town of Stobi. The palace is located in the
central part of the town and along with the House of
Partenius, it forms a town insula encompassing the
area between the Principalis Superior and Principalis
Inferior Streets (fig. 1). This monument was discovered
during the archaeological research of 1927-1930
(FepacumoBcka 2009, 64), and some minor probe
excavations were conducted in 1973-4 (Kolarik 1982,



Apxeonowxu Hudopmatop, 6p. 4

Wn. 1- Usineg Ha
TeogocujaHckaitia iianaiua.
Coucusenoctu: M. Tyuukoscku;

Fig. 1 - Appearance of the Theo-
dosian Palace. In the ownership
of: M. Tutkouski

Bo 2015 romyiHa, 3ari04Haa HOBY apXeoyIOLIKK UCTPAKY-
Bakba KoM Cé VILTe Tpaar, a IMaar 3a 11eJ1 ieprHIpatbe
Ha apXUTeKTypaTa off jyKHUOT Jie/l Ha rpaj0ara (KoBaH-
tames u Petkosa 2018).

Cure IPOCTOPHH Of PerIpe3eHTaTUBHUOT 1€/ Ha
TajIaTaTa MMaJjie MO3auuKy TTOfIOBU KOU Ce U3BeJIeH! BO
TPU Pas/IMYHK TEXHUKM: opus tessellatum, opus sectile
1 opus segmentatum. Mo3auKOT 0ff CEBEPHHOT KOPU-
Ti0p e u3BefieH Bo opus tessellatum, co KpymHu Tecepu
KOM MMaaT AMMeH31H off 2 110 3 cM. Mo3auuKuoT au3ajH
ce COCTOM Off HU3a Ha 12 1paBoaro/Hu Mo/iiba co BIU-
IITaHK1 POMOOBY KOU Ce JIeKOPUPAHH CO JIBa HIeHTUIHH
MOTHBH (Taby/la aHcaTa ¥ KPCTOBUJHM apabecKu) 1ITo
ce MeHYBaT Hau3MeHWJHO IO JIO/KMHATA Ha KOPUJI0-
]OT, a IefIaTa JieKopalija e BpaMeHa co Oopypa of
hnot ,bead and reel” (TyrkoBcku 2019a, 24-27).

Cocliiojoa Ha Mo3auKoull U UpeuiXogHU KOH3epBauiop-
CKU UHUIepBeHyuu

Bo nepuopot ox 2009 mo 2013 roguna, Mo-
3alKOT Off CeBepHUOT Kopuop Bo TeofocujaHcKa-

(2020) : 91-98.

[92]
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204-219). In 2015, new archaeological research has
started and is still ongoing, the aim of which is to
define the architecture of the south part of the
monument (KoBaumanues 1 Pemrosa 2018).

All rooms of the representational part of the
palace have mosaic floors made in three different
techniques: opus tessellatum, opus sectile and opus
segmentatum. The mosaic of the north corridor
was conducted in opus tessellatum technique, with
large tesserae of up to 2 to 3 cm. The mosaic design
is composed of a series of 12 rectangular fields with
inscribed rhombi that are decorated with two identical
motives (tabula ansata and cross-like arabesque tiles)
that alternate along the length of the corridor, and the
entire decoration is framed with a bordure of the ,bead
and reel” type (TytkoBcku 2019a, 24-27).

Condition of the Mosaic and Previous Conservation
Interventions

Between 2009 and 2013, the mosaic of
the north corridor in the Theodosian Palace was
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Ta Majara Oellle PeJOBHO OTBOPEH U Mpe3eHTHPaH
Tpe[| IOCeTUTeNTNTe Ha IoKamuTeToT. Hajromemuor
po0JIeM BO OJIPKYBaeTO U IPe3eHTaljaTa Ha MO-
3aMKOT 0 MPeM3BUKYBaa BPHEKUTE KOH ja UCIION-

HYBaa PeurcH IiefiaTa MOBPLIMHA HAa KOPUOPOT CO
Bojia (WI1. 2), a Toa ce JJOJLKellIe Ha roieMara BJijia0-
HATMHA Ha MO3aWyKaTa MOBPUIMHA Off UCTOYHUOT
Kpaj Ha KOPUOPOT M, CeKaKo, 3apajii OTCYCTBOTO
Ha JIpeHa)keH cHcTeM. 3a Jla ce pelaT oBue Ipobie-
MU Oelle HEONXOHO Jla Ce U3BAJM eJieH JIeJT Off UC-
TOYHHOT Kpaj Ha MO3aMKOT U [la ce HalpaBy JIpeHa-
JKEeH CHCTeM Koj Ke TO CITpeur coOMpameTo Ha Bojia
Koja JIe/TyBa IeBaCTUPAUKH Ha CUTE CJI0EBH Of] MO3a-
MUKaTa CTPYKTypa. KoH3epBaTopcKuTe aKTUBHOCTH
3aroyHaa Bo 2013 roguHa, Kora bea n3BajjeH BKYII-
HO 8 MO3alUK{ CerMeHTH KoM OraKaar JiBe J1eKo-
PaTMBHU TTaHOA O] MO3aUKOT, CO BKYITHA MOBPIIMHA
op 21 Mm% Bo cnepnara casa oj pecraBpalujara,
CHTe MO3aMUKM CerMeHTH 0Oea MOCTaBeHM Ha aepo-
nam Tabu’, a Bo TeKoT Ha 2014 rogyHa, Mo3auuKuTe
CerMeHTH Oea MoCTaBeH! Ha IIeCOK U JIPBEHHU Tpejii
BO HMBHATa M3BOPHA I0JI0}K0a BO CEBEPHUOT KOPH-

1 Aeponam Tabmute ce ©3pabOTEHHU Off AYMUHMYMCKO CaKe CO
nebesiHa off, 25.4 €M, CO IBOCTPaH MpeMa3 off eMoKCH/IHa CMoJia
1 pubep BIaKkHa.

93]

1. 2 - Cocitiojoa Ha
MO3auKOW 0g ceBepHUO
Kopugop Uipeg KoH3epsayuja.
Cotucusenoctu: HY Ciiobu;

Fig. 2 - Condition of the
mosaic of the north corridor
before conservation. In the
ownership of: NI Stobi

regularly open and presented to the visitors of
the site. The key problem in the maintenance and
presentation of the mosaic were the rains that
were almost entirely flooding the corridor (fig.
2), which was due to the major depresion on the
mosaic surface on the east end of the corridor, and
of course, the absence of drainage system. Solving
these problems required removal of the east end
of the mosaic and creation of drainage system
that would prevent the accumulation of water
that devastated all layers of the mosaic structure.
The conservation activities had begun in 20153,
when a total of 8 mosaic segments were removed,
encompassing two decoration panels of the mosaic
with a total surface of 21 m? During the next stage
of the restoration, all mosaic segments were placed
on aerolam panels!, and during 2014, the mosaic
segments were placed on sand and wooden bearers
in their original position in the north corridor. This
was a temporary solution until the research of the
space beneath the removed mosaic of the corridor
and until providing of conditions for its return into

1 The aerolam panels are made of aluminum honeycomb,
with a thickness of 25.4 cm, and double coating of epoxy resin
and fiberglass.
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nop. Toa Oele mpuBpeMeHo pelieHKe cé [ofieKa He
ce MCTPaKK MPOCTOPOT IMOJT U3BAJIeHUOT MO3aUK O]
KOPUZIOPOT U He ce OBO3MOKAT VCJIOBH 3a HETOBO
BpaKame BO OpPUTMHAJHATa MecTononoxoa. Mo3sa-
MUKKTe cerMeHTH Oea oCTaBeHH BO OBaa IO3MIMja
ce no 2018 roguHa, Kora 3amouyHaa apXeoJIoIIKUTe
HCTpajkyBama Ha Toj IPOCTOp, 10T, PaKOBOJCTBO Ha
M-p 3naTko KoBaHianueB u M-p Munena PenikoBa.

(2020) : 91-98.
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A 5. 4 - Mogucurayuja Ha ailiuuKaitia BOgoBOgHA Mpexa.

Coucwiserocui: HY Ctiobu;

Fig. 4 - Modification of the ancient sewerage system. In the ownership
of: NI Stobi

<« Un. 3 - Usaneg Ha ogsogHuiue kaxanu og Teogocujanckaitia tiaaaiia.

Couciusenoctu: HY Citiobu

Fig. 3 - Appearance of the sewage canals of the Theodosian Palace. In
the ownership of: NI Stobi

the original position. The mosaic segments were left
in this position until 2018, when the archeological
research had begun in this area under the leadership
of Zlatko Kovancaliev, MA and Milena Reskova, MA.

Preparations for Returning of the Mosaic Segments
in the Original Location and Revitalisation of the
Ancient Sewerage System

With the completion of the 2018 research,
the archeological situation beneath the mosaic level
was inspected, which enabled detailed planning
of all activities necessary for returning and
presentation of the mosaic of the north corridor. The
archaeological excavations discovered part of the
ancient sewerage system of the Theodosian Palace,
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IogeouiosKu 3a Bpakare Ha MO3aUUKULUe CeZMEHUIU
BO OPUZUHAHAULA MECUIOUO0N0XOa U peBULIANU3A-
Uuja Ha aHWUYKA 0gBOGHA MPeKa

Ilo 3aBpiyBame Ha UcTpaskyBamwaTa of 2018
rofiuHa, Oelle W3BpIIEH YBMJI Ha apXeoyoIIKaTa
CUTYaIMja Moj] HUBOTO Ha MO3aMKOT, CO WITO Oele
OBO3MOKEHO [IETAJTHO TIAaHUPamhe HAa CUTEe aKTHUB-
HOCTH KOM Ce HEOIXO[JHM 3a BpaKame M Ipe3eH-
TalMja Ha MO3AMKOT off ceBepHUOT Kopumop. Co
apXeoNIOIIKKUTe MCKOIyBarba Oellle OTKPHUEH [IeN Off
aHTHUUKaTa OJBOJJHA Mpeka Ha TeojocujaHCKaTa
TajiaTa, Koja ce COCTOH Off 7iBa TIOBP3aHU KaHaJIH 3a
Boza u jBe maxty (u1. 3) (KoBauuanues u Perko-
Ba 2018). Co ornest Ha (haKTOT MITO MO3aUKOT Oelire
W3BaJieH 3a Jia ce U3padoTH (YHKI[MOHAJIEH JipeHa-
JKEH CHCTeM, 3a Taa I1eJ1 Oellle oJJTy4eHo J1a ce MCKO-
PUCTH JIeJT Off TIOCTOeYKaTa, aHTUUKa MH(PACTPYK-
Typa. McTpaskyBamara IOKaxkaa JieKa aHTHYKUTeE
OJIBOJTHM KaHaJIA Ce 1eJIOCHO (DYHKI[MOHATHH U CO
MaJii MoJM(MKaIMK Ha TOCTOeYKaTa Mpexka MoxkKe
7la ce HaNpaBH JIpeHaKeH CHCTeM 3a MO3aMKOT. 3a
Taa 1e7 Oea Tpe3eMeHH CJIeJHUTe AKTHBHOCTH:
eJlHa Off TIOCTOEUKHTE IIaXTH Oelle 3aTBOpeHa, of-
HOCHO COSH/IaHa, a ipyrara Oellle HaJiSMaHa CO KO-
CHHa KOH MCTOK 3a Jla U37IeTyBa HajIBOP Off IIOBPIIH-

[95]

Wn. 5 - Ilociuasysarse

Ha KaMeHa uognoza 3a
ManwepHawa unoua.
Couctwusenocuu: HY Cuobu;

Fig. 5 - Placement of a stone
base for the mortar slab. In
the ownership of: NI Stobi

composed of two connected water canals and two
manhole covers (fig. 3) (KoBanuamieB u PerikoBa
2018). Taking into consideration that the mosaic
was removed for the purposes of elaborating a
functional sewage system, it was decided to use part
of the existing ancient infrastructure. The research
showed that the ancient sewage canals remain fully
functional and merely slight modifications of the
existing network could help elaborate a sewerage
system for the mosaic. That is why, the following
activities were undertaken: one of the existing
manhole covers was closed, i.e. it was covered, and
the other one was built over with a slope towards
the east in order to remove out of the surface of the
mosaic (fig. 4). After completion of these activities,
the total surface was covered in soil which was
packed, and only the manhole cover that was built
over was left above the surface.

All 2018 activities were aimed at
manufacturing of a stable surface where the mortar
slab would be placed, i.e. the new carrier where the
removed mosaic segments of the corridor would
be returned. The discovery of the ancient sewerage
system merely simplified the plans for placing a
functional drainage system that would prevent
flooding the mosaic in the future.
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Wn. 6 - U3ineg Ha maawiepHaiia Uaoua - HOCau 3a MO3AUKOUI.
Couciuiserocui: HY Citiobu

Fig. 6 - Appearance of the mortar slab - carrier for the mosaic. In the
ownership of: NI Stobi

HaTa Ha Mo3auKoT (u. 4). [lo 3aBpiIyBame Ha OBUe
aKTUBHOCTH, 1eJIaTa IOBPIIMHA Oelle 3aTpyHaHa co
3eMja M HabMeHa, a eJMHCTBEHO HafISU/jaHaTa MIax-
Ta OCTaHa HaJl MOBPIIMHATA.

Cute aktuBHOCTH off 2018 romuHa 6ea Hacoue-
HY KOH M3pa00TKa Ha CTabM/THa TOJIora Ha Koja Ke ce
TI0CTaBM MaJITepHa I/IoYa, OJJHOCHO HOBMOT HOCau Ha
KOj Ke ce BpaTaT M3BaJIeHUTe MO3AUUKU CeTMEHTH Off
KopuyiopoT. OTKpUBambEeTO Ha aHTUUKAaTa OfJBOJTHA Mpe-
’Ka caMo 'l TI0eTHOCTaBU IJTAHOBUTE 3a TOCTaBYBakhe
Ha (DVHKIMOHAJIEH IpeHaKeH CUCTeM Koj Ke To CIIpeunt
TIOTIaBYBAeTO Ha MO3aMKOT BO H/THMHA.

I[locwiasysaree Ha manwiepHa uaoua u Bpakare Ha
mo3auykuule ceemeHuu

Bo texoT Ha 2019 rouHa ce ofjB1Baa cUTe pec-
TaBPATOPCKH TTOCTANKK KOU ce HEOIXO[[HH 3a BpaKarbe
Ha MO3alUKKTe CerMeHTH BO HUBHATA OPUIMHAJIHA MeC-
Tononoxko0a. [IpeTxoHO 3aTpPYIMAHKOT JIeN Of KOPUIO-
pOT Oellle IOTOTHET €O 3eMja M HabMeH, a Iocyie Toa Bp3
3eMjaTa Oellte IIOCTaBeH CJI0j Off TYCTO 30MEeHM KaMeba
CO JIMMEH3UH Off OKony 15cM? | KoM ja MaaT yrioraTta Ha
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Wn. 7 - Coctuasysare U pellywupare Ha Mo3auuxuitie cezmeHulu.
Coucuwisenocti: HY Citiobu;

Fig. 7 - Reassembling and retouching of the mosaic segments. In the
ownership of: NI Stobi

Placing a Mortar Slab and Reassembling of the
Mosaic Segments

In the course of 2019, there were restoration
procedures necessary for returning of the mosaic
segments in their original position. Additional
soil was thrown over the previously buried part of
the corridor, after which, on top of the soil was
placed a thick layer of stones with dimensions of
about 15cm? that had the role of a new carrier, i.e.
a statumen of the mosaic (fig.5). The statumen was
placed after previously conducted measurements
that helped pinpoint the upper cotes of the mortar
slab, as well as its inclination that is supposed to
follow the original one and to have a slope towards
the northeast (fig.6). The mortar for the slab was
prepared with the following recipe, expressed in
volume: 0.9 slaked lime, 0.1 white cement, 2 sand
and 1 crushed brick. The mortar slab manufactured
in this manner was solid enough after 2 months, and
at this point it was possible to return and compose
the mosaic segments in their original position. After
relaying the mosaic sections, all the joints between



M. Tyrxocgn - Pecitias.: Mosauvuiue og Teogocujarcka tianauia 8o Citiobu

M. Tutkovski - Restoration: Mosaics of the Theodosian palace in Stobi

HOB HOCay, OJJHOCHO CTaTyMeH Ha Mo3auKoT (1. 5). Cra-
TYMEHOT Oellie MOCTaBeH IO MPETXOJHO U3BPILIEHH Me-
petba co KoM ce YTBp/IMja TOPHUTe KOTU Ha MaJITepHaTa
TUI09a, KaKo ¥ Hej3iHaTa MHK/IMHAIIM]a Koja Tpeba f1a ja
TNpaTh OPUTMHAJIHATA, ¥ JIa MMa Tajl KOH CeBEePOMCTOK
(w1. 6). Masrrepor 3a iouata Oeliie U3pabOTeH MO cy1ef-
HaTa perienTypa u3paseHa Bo BolIyMeHCKH feioBu: 0.9
raceHa Bap, 0.1 0en 1ieMeHT, 2 11ecok, 1 1 ;pobeHa Tyra.
Baka m3paboTeHara MajITepHa IUIOYa TIOCTHTHA 3aJ10-
BOJIMTE/IHA LIBPCTHHA TOCTIE 2 Mecel, o IITo Oeie
OBO3MOEHO BpaKame U COCTaBYBabe Ha MO3aUUKUTe
CcerMeHTH BO HUBHATa M3BOPHA MecTomnonoxkoa. Ilo 3a-
BIIYBathe HA MOHTA)KaTa Ha MO3aUKOT, CUTe CTIOeBU
TIOMEI'y MO3alUKUTe CEerMeHTH Oea MCTIONHETH CO MaJl-
Tep WK Oea PeTyIIMpaHy CO OPUTMHATHITE TeCePH (ML
7), a Toa ja 03HAUM U TIOC/IeTHATa aKTUBHOCT Koja Oertie
npe3eMeHa Ha 0Boj Mo3auk (TyTroBcku 2019).

[o 3aBpiIyBame Ha CHTe KOH3ePBATOPCKO-Pec-
TaBPaTOPCKM MOCTAMKHU, MO3aUKOT Of] CeBEPHUOT KO-
PUJIOp MOBTOPHO T'0 001 CBOjOT aBTEHTHYEH U3TTIe]
(1. 8), a BoeggHO Oea peleHH 1 POOIEMUTE KO TH
TpeI3BUKYBAIlle aKyMY/IMPabeTo Ha aTMocepcKa
BOJla Ha MO3anuKaTa MOBPIIKHA.

Wn. 8 - Usineg Ha mo3auko og ceBepHUOU KOPUGOp U0 3aBPuyBak-e
Ha pecitiaspaiiopckuiie akuusHociiu. Cotictuiserociti: HY Citioou.

Wn. 8 - Appearance of the mosaic of the north corridor after completion
of the restoration activities. In the ownership of: NI Stobi

the mosaic segments were either filled with mortar
or retouched with the original tesserae (fig.7), which
marked the last activity that was taken for this
mosaic (TyTkoBcku 2019).

After completion of all conservation -
restoration procedures, the mosaic of the north
corridor reobtained its authentic appearance (fig.8),
and at the same time, the problems caused by the
accumulation of atmospheric water on the mosaic
surface were solved.
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