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Hasua CITACOBA

YIITE EJJEH PHMCKY BOJHIYKH T'POB O]
JINXHU]

Davca SPASOVA

ANOTHER ROMAN MILITARY GRAVE IN
LYCHNIDUS

YK 726.821:355.11(37)(497.771)"3/5”

MuHuCTepCTBO 3a KY/ITYpa
spasovad@yahoo.com

Bo pamkure Ha OXxpujckaTa LMTajesna, IMo-
no3Hata Kako CaMyuioBa TBP/MHA, JIOL[paHa Ha
JIOMUHAHTHATa MO3MIMja Ha BApOIIKOTO BO3BMIIe-
Hue Bucoko Kane, Bo TekoT Ha mpBaTa jieKaja off
XXI Bek 0Oea M3BeIEHM CHUCTEMATCKU apXeoloNIKH
MCTpa)kKyBama KoM pe3y/ITHpaa co Oorato pacusie-
HeTa cTpaTturpaduja co KyITYPHU HACJI0jyBamba Off
TpaucTopujaTa /10 JOLHO OTOMAHCKO BpeMe, CO IITO
0Oea fe(hMHUpPaHU Pa3IMYHUTE HAMEHH Ha OBa MECTO
BO pa3IMUHM BpeMeHCKH nepuopu (Spasova 2011,
399). Ha ojpeqieHu yHKTOBY Oea perucTpupaHu op-
raHU3MPaHU HEKPOTIONY Off PAHOAHTMUKHUOT TTEPUO],
JIOI[HA AaHTHKA U CPeTHUOT BeK.

HuupgenTHr ce norpeOyBamata Bo III Bek,
M3BeieHH KaKo pedyieKcrja Ha HOBOBOBEIEHUOT PU-
TyC Ha MHXYMal[ja ¥ BOBeJ] BO OpraHu3allujaTa Ha
IOI[HOAHTMYKATa HEKPOIoia, CO JIOMAHAHTHHU II0-
rpedyBama, Bo mepuofot Mery IV u VI Bek.

Cropej; OTKPUEHHOT I'poOEH MHBEHTap, BO
TPETHOT BEK ce JaTiupa rpoboT co paboTHa HyMepa-
mija 72 1J1/CII (un. 1), a TOKOjHUKOT e JiechMHUpaH
KaKo JieroHep, OfIHOCHO TPUIAJHUK Ha PUMCKH-
Te BOEHM (hopMalliM CTAlMOHMPaHW BO JIMXHU[
BO JIaJIeHNOT BpeMeHCKH MHTepBai (Spasova 2011,
399-407). Bo HenocpesiHa 6/11M31Ha, Ha JiBaeceTHHA
CM ceBepo3amnajHo ofi 0Boj rpo6, Bo 2001 ropuHa,
Oemre oTKpHeHa yuITe efgHa hyHepapHa popamiiyja,
paboTHo Hymepana 93 1[JI/CII (un. 2), co ucra xpo-
HOJIOLIKA JleTepMUHALja U HAO/U KOU T0COYYBa-
ar JieKa ce pabOTH 3a yIITe eJJHO MOrpeOyBambe Ha
PUMCKHU BOjHUK.

[133]

Within the Ohrid citadel, also known as
Samuel’s Fortress, perched on a vantage point at
the Varo$ hill Visoko Kale, during the first decade
of the 21% century, systematic archaeology research
was conducted, resulting in the discovery of a rich
divided stratigraphy with cultural layers dating
from prehistory to the late Ottoman period, thus
defining the various purposes of this place in
different periods (Spasova 2011, 399). Organised
necropoleis were registered at certain points, dating
from the early Antiquity, the late Antiquity and the
Middle Ages.

The burials in the 3" century are
incidental and reflect the newly introduced
rite of inhumation and introduction into the
organisation of the late Antiquity necropolis, the
dominant burials made in the period between
the 4™ and the 6™ century.

According to the discovered grave
inventory, the grave with number 72 CD/SP (Fig.
1) is dated in the third century, and the deceased
is identified as a legionary, i.e. a member of
the Roman military formations positioned in
Lychnidus in the given time interval (Spasova
2011, 399-407). In the immediate vicinity, at about
20 cm to the northwest of this grave, another
funerary formation was discovered in 2001;
namely, that is grave number 93 CD/SP (Fig. 2),
with the same chronological determination and
findings that indicate this as yet another Roman
military burial.
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Wn. 1-I'po6 72 1]]I-CII, ocHosa.
Fig. 1- Grave 72 CD-SP, situation plan
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Bo pamKuTe Ha 0BOj Ipo0 e OTKpUEeH MHXYMU-
PaH TOKOjHMK, TTOCTaBeH Ha Irpb BO MCIPYKeHa Mo-
noxk6a. ['MaBata e 3aBpTeHa KOH CeBep, JecHaTa
paka e CBUTKaHA U TIO/IO}KEHa Ha TpajiuTe, Jojeka
JileBaTa paka e 071aro CBUTKaHa U MOJI0MKeHa BO Ipe-
menoT Ha Kapnuuara. OcCTeonomKuUOT Martepujan
e peraTMBHO J00po couyBaH. Tpeba fa ce mocoun
JieKa HeJJOCTHra aHTPOIOJIONIKA aHasM3a, MeryToa
criopef| mapamMeTpyTe Ha Kap/uijaTa ¥ rpoOHKTe Ha-
O[TH, MOJKe JIa ce Kake JIeKa ce paboTH 3a Bo3pacHa
Malllka HHAMBHYA.

OcTaToruTe off rpobHaTa apxXUTEKTYpa acoIu-
paar Ha BooOMUaeHaTa KOHCTPYKIIMja CO TETYIN BO
chopMa Ha IBOC/IBEH MOKPUB, OCTaBeH Ha OCHOBA,
orpajieHa co MpuIe/IKaHu KaMerba KoM ja 00esexKy-
Bajie rpoOHara jama. [[uMeH3uuTe Ha rpo0OT U3HECY-

[134]

Within this grave, an interred deceased has
beendiscovered placed in a supine position. The head
is turned to the north; the right arm is folded across
the chest, whereas the right arm is mildly folded
and placed in the area of the pelvis. The osteological
material has been relatively well preserved. It
should be pointed out that anthropological analysis
is lacking, however, according to the parameters of
the pelvis and the grave findings, it can be said that
this is an adult male.

The remains of the grave architecture are
associative of the usual tegulae construction
with gable roof, placed on a foundation fenced
with slightly chiselled stones that were used for
marking the burial pit. The grave dimensions
amount to 175x80 cm and its orientation is west-
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BaaT 175x80 cM, a opreHTaIMjaTa e 3amaji-|uCTOK (K.
2). I'pobHaTa 1e/iHa e lepuHMpaHa co HAOIUTeE Off
ToKa (Tep.uHB. Op. [1py-242 a), eHa OpoH3eHa U ejHa
ene3Ha (puodyna (tep. uuB 6p. H-119 u [Tpy-242 b).
Bpon3eHara Toka (1. 2, 3, 4) Oemie jorupaHa
BO MpeJieJIoT Hajl JIeBOTo KoseHo. MMa JomKuHa off
6,9 cM, mmpuHa of 4,5 cm u ebemmHa op, 0,4 cm. Taa
e eJTHOIe/IHO JIMeHa Bo (hopMa Ha JlaTMHCKaTa OVKBa
,D" co (hMHO HarlaceHu MOMYKPYKHH MTPOLIKPYBamba
of] IBeTe CTPaHM Ha CIOjKaTa CO OCOBHHATA, OKOMY
Koja e PeBUTKaH OPOH3EHKMOT OKOB CO KOjIITO TOKaTa
OM/Ia MPULBPCTEHA Ha KOMKHATA OCHOBA Ha PEMEHOT.
OB0j OKOB OWJT TIPEIM3HO TIpecedeH off pPEMEHOT 10 KO-
PEHOT Ha camaTa OCOBMHA, TTpe f1a Oujie TPUIoKeHa
TOKaTa BO rpo0oT. He e OTKpUeH TPHOT KaKo Hej3uH

[135]

east (Fig. 2). The grave entity is defined with the
findings of a buckle (field inv. no. Pru-242 a), one
bronze and one iron fibula (field inv. no. N-119
and Pru-242 b).

The bronze buckle (Fig. 2, 3, 4) was located in
the area above the left knee. Its length amounts to
6.9 cm; it is 4.5 cm wide and 0.4 cm thick. It is cast
in one piece in the shape of the Latin letter D with
nicely emphasised semi-circular expansions on
both sides of the joint with the axle that is wrapped
by the bronze swathe that was tightening the
buckle to the leather base of the belt. This swathe
was precisely cut off of the belt, to the bottom of the
joint before the buckle was placed in the grave. The
thorn which is an integral part of the buckle has not
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Fig. 3 - Grave 93 CD-SP, Grave Goods
KOHCTPYKTHBEH JIeJI, MeI'yToa Kpy)KHata repdopariyja been discovered, however, the circular perforation
13BeJieHa CTPAHIMYHO Of] IIeHTPaJTHATa 0CKa Ha OKOBOT laterally from the central axis of the swathe and the
u OnaroocopmeHaTa BJTa0HaTHHA Ha MCIIaKHATaTa mild incision on the projecting part of the buckle
CTpaHa Ha TOKaTa, T0CoUyBaaT Ha MOMKHOCTA 3a IT0CTO- are indicative of the possibility of existence of such
erbe Ha BAKOB CETMEHT BO CKJIOI Ha 0BOj HAO], a segment within this finding.

[136]
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EnHopenHo nueHuTe TOKM BO (hopMa Ha Jia-
THHCKaTa OyKBa ,D* o pa3nInuHu BapujaHTH U Jie-
KOpaIMKK, TPETCTaByBaaT HajpalupeH U Hajipuda-
TeH THUI BO BpeMeTo Ha PumMckarta Ummepuja, a efi-
HOCTaBHUOT ¥ (DYHKIIMOHAJIEH O0JTMK, 'l Ha]MIHYBa
OBHE XPOHOJIOIIKY I'PaHUIIM M OCTaHYBa BO YIOTpeba
1 Bo ceramHocta (Redzi¢ 2013, 75). HaopoT Bo rpo6oT
93 IJJI/CIT uma HajomMCKa penaiyja co OTKPUEHUOT
IpuMep off Sirmium, AaTUpaH BO IpBaTa MOIOBUHA
Ha III Bex (Redzic¢ 2013, 81, SI. 21, kat. br. 122).

Bo mpefiesioT HaJl ECHOTO PaMO Ha MOKOjHHU-
KOT Oellle OTKpUeHa (pparMeHTHpaHa Kejle3Ha Jlau-
Ha (puby/a o IapHUP- MEXaHH3aM 3a 3aKOIuyBambe
(. 2, 3, 5). IlogHOXKjeTo Ha rnaBaTa Ha (pubyaTa e
TI0UeCTa, CO TPUaromHa (popma Ha UejiHaTa CTpaHa
Kajle ce Haora IpKauoT Ha urmara. [lonyKpyKHHOT
JlaK “Ma IpaBoarosieH mpecek W 3aBpIIyBa Ha 3ajl-
HaTa CTpaHa, co MpoguInpaHa MojiBieHa Hora Kako
JIeKUIITE Ha CIO0OHKUOT Jie Off UryiaTa. PeKOHCTpY-
UpaHUTe JUMEH3MM M3HecyBaaT okoiny 6,0 cM 1o
TOKMHA U TIPUOTIMKHO 3,5 CM BO BHCHHA.

BakBuoT TMn (puOYIM MMaaT HpeIpPUMCKH
Kopenu (Redzi¢ 2007, 15), Meryroa, Bo apeajoT Ha
Pumckoro IlapcTBo ce mojaByBaart Bo II Bek u Ouse
Bo yriorpeba 1o 111 Bek (Redzi¢ 2007, 15, 18, T. V-33).

[leTHaeceTrHa CM CEBEPHO Off UEPeroT Oelle
OTKpHeHa OpoH3eHa (hubyna (un. 2, 3, 6, 6a), emHomen-
HO M3BeJleHa off JKHLla, YeTUPUKPATHO MTpeBHeHa BO
(hopMa Ha HaBOM OKOJTy MOTTPEYHO TTOCTaBeHaTa 0Co-
BIMHA Ha UejTHaTa CTPaHa, BO MpeJie/ioT Ha Hej3uHaTa
rnaBa. Ha ropHarta cTpaHa, sKuIaTa mpojo/KyBa BO
pacuyKaH J1aK Koj ja HaJjBUIIIyBa OCHOBaTa Ha (hrOy-
JlaTa M 3aBPIIyBa Ha 3aJIHUOT JIeJI, cO OJ1aro Harjace-
Ha nojiBreHa Hora. MryaTa 3a 3aKomuyBambe e U3Bejl-
Ha of] IPYTUOT KPaj Ha JKUIlaTa KojIITo, Of [7laBaTa Ha
eJTHHOT Kpaj, 3aBpIIyBa CO OCTPUIIATA Ha JIEHKHUIIITe-
TOo (hopMUpaHO CO MoJBUeHaTa Hora Ha (pubymara.
JlomkxuHaTa u3HecyBa 3,5 cM, a BcuHaTa 1,3 cM.

1 oBaa (hubymna ma npeipuMCKH IPOTOTHII, a
BO PMMCKH OKOJIHOCTHU Ha Haof ce natupa of I mo 11
Bek (Jovanovic 1978, 52,53, 56, k. br.4-6; Riha 1979, 59;
Redzic 2007, 31).

XpoHoronikara omnpefenoda Ha rpodot 93 IIJI/
(CII ce ogHecyBa Ha rpBaTa nonoBuHa Ha Il Bek, 1rTo e
IebUHIPAHO CO HAO[UTE U PUTYCOT Ha MHXYMalujaTa

[137]

The buckles cast in one piece in the shape
of the Latin letter D, with various variants and
decorations, are the most widespread and accepted
type in the era of the Roman Empire. Their simple
and functional shape has gone beyond these
chronological frames and is in use even nowadays
(Redzi¢ 2013, 75). The finding in grave 93 CD/SP is
most closely related with the discovered example
of Sirmium, dated in the first half of the 3 century
(Redzic 2013, 81, SI. 21, kat. br. 122).

In the area above the right shoulder of the
deceased, a fragmented iron arched fibula was
discovered with a hinge mechanism for sealing (Fig.
2, 3, 5). The area of the head of the fibula is flat,
with a triangular form on the front side where the
pin holder is placed. The semi-circular arch has a
rectangular cross-section and ends in the rear
side with a profiled folded foot as a bearing of the
free part of the pin. The reconstructed dimensions
amount to about 6.0 cm length and nearly 3.5 cm of
height.

This type of fibulae originates from the pre-
Roman times (Redzi¢ 2007, 15). They appeared in
the Roman Empire in the 2" century and were used
until the 3" century (Redzic¢ 2007, 15, 18, T. V-33).

About 15 cm to the north of the skull, a
bronze fibula was discovered (Fig. 2, 3, 6, 6a), made
in one piece of wire, folded four times in the shape
of a thread around the diagonally placed axle on
the front side, in the area of its head. At the upper
side, the wire continues in a stretched arch which
goes beyond the basis of the fibula and ends in the
back part with a mildly folded foot. The fastening
pin at the other end of the wire which, from the
head on the one end closing with the spike of the
bearing formed with the folded foot of the fibula.
The length amounts to 3.5 cm, and the height
amounts to 1.3 cm.

This fibula is a pre-Roman prototype, too, and
it is dated as a finding of the Roman times between
the It and 3" century (Jovanovi¢ 1978, 52,53, 56, k.
br.4-6; Riha 1979, 59; Redzi¢ 2007, 31).

The chronological determination of grave 93
CD/SP points to the first half of the 3" century which
is defined with the findings and rite of inhumation
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Kako HoBompuaTeHa mpakTika Bo Pumckara Mmme-
puja Bo oBa Bpeme (Mukymuuk 1974, 117, 128, 129).

Cropey; HaMeHaTa ¥ PacropefioT Ha HAOJuTe
BO paMKHUTe Ha rpoOHaTa IeJIMHa MOJKe Jla Ce TOCOUK
Ieka OpoH3eHaTa (hubya co HaBOHM, BO CTPyYHaTa
nuTepaTtypa e JeuHIpaHa Kako PUMCKO BOjHUUKO,
OJJHOCHO JIeTHOHEpPCKO obenexje (Jovanovi¢ 1978,
52,53, 56, k. br.4-6; Riha 1979, 59; Redzi¢ 2007, 31) u
OmIa 3aKormuyBaHa Ha HAMETKA Ha JIeCHOTO paMo Ha
BOjHUKOT. Bo 0BHe OKOTHOCTH Ha HAOJI, Taa € Herlo-
OMTeH JIOKAa3 Ha BOjHUUKATA IPUIAJHOCT Ha Hej3u-
HMOT HOCHUTEJI, OJHOCHO MOKOjHUKOT 0f rpo0oT 93
[I71/CII, meryToa HeBOOOMYAEHO, Taa € IOJOMKEHa
c71000/THO MOKPaj I7IaBaTa Ha HeroBaTa jieBa CTpaHa.
Bo 0Boj ciyuaj, HameTKara OWIa MpPUIBpPCTEHA Ha
JIECHOTO paMo co oOWYHa kene3Ha hubyna. Baksu-
OT pacrope] Ha HAofIuTe TOCOUYBa HA MOKHOCTA,
BOjHUKOT J1a OWI pacuMHeT, OTHOCHO OTIIVIUTEH Off
BoeHara ciykOa. Co oryief] Ha rojeMuHaTa Ha HAo-
IUTe, cemak, Tpeba Jja ce Kaxke jeka (puOyIuTe o
TIOMai JMMEH3UH, Kako IITO e OPOH3eHHOT IMpH-
Mep Co HaBOW, OWIe HaMeHeTH 3a 3aKOMuyBame Ha
MOTEHKM HaMeTKM KaKo JieTHa YHHU(opMa, JiofieKa
noroiemute (puOyIM OMIe HaMeHeTH 3a MOTEIIKHU-
Te, OJHOCHO 3WMCKUTe VHU(OPMU Ha BOjHUIIUTE
(Speidel 2009, 243).

BTopuoT BOjHUUKY TIpe/I3HAK e TOKaTa, Koja
HajBepojaTHO mpumaraga Ha cingulum militare,
MaKo Taa He e TOCTaBeHa BO Mpeie/ioT Ha Moja-
COT Ha TOKOJHMKOT ¥ MMa HEeBOOOMYAEHO rojeMu
IMMEeH3HMHU MTPY IITO CO J103a Ha pe3epBa, ce orpe-
JenyBa Kako fien of mojaced pemeH (Redzi¢ 2013,
76). Bo u3BecHa cMHCIa OTCEKYBambeTO Ha TOKaTa
op ocHoBata pemenoT (Hoss 2010, 322; Woods 1993,
58) ¥ HEj3MHOTO MOKYBambe BO MpeeioT Hajl Jie-
BaTa HaJKOJMeHNIa, KaKo M JUCIOKalijaTa Ha BOj-
HuuKaTa (hubyna, ja HaJoMONIHYBA MPeTCcTaBara 3a
pacuMHeT BOjHUK KaKo JMCIUMIIIMHCKA MepKa CIIpo-
BeJlyBaHa BO puMcKaTa Bojcka (Hoss 2010, 322).
[lvcnokaiuja Ha BOJHUYKUTE UHCUTHUHU, KAKO aco-
1[1jallija Ha pUMCKa BoeHa Jierpajaiyja i pacurHy-
Bame, € eBUIEHTHA U BO paMKuTe Ha rpoooT 72 11/
CII, kae wITo HUHTYIYMOT U (hUOYIaTa Ce MoJosKe-
HM [TOKPAaj JIEBOTO CTaraJio Ha IIOKOjHUKOT (Spasova
2011, 399, 406).
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as a newly accepted practice in the Roman Empire
in this era (Muxymuuk 1974, 117, 128, 129).

According to the purpose and placement of
the findings within the grave, it can be pointed out
that the bronze fibula with threads is defined in
the professional literature as a Roman military,
i.e. legionary marking (Jovanovi¢ 1978, 52,53, 56,
k. br.4-6; Riha 1979, 59; Redzic¢ 2007, 31) and was
buckled up on a cloak on the right shoulder of the
soldier. In these circumstances of a finding, it is
an irrefutable evidence of the military affiliation
of its owner, i.e. the deceased of grave 93 CD/SP.
However, it is peculiar that it is placed freely,
next to the head, on his left side. In this case, the
cloak had been tightened on the right shoulder
with an ordinary iron fibula. This placement
of the findings points out to the possibility of a
discharged soldier, i.e. dismiss from the military
service. Taking into consideration the dimensions
of the findings, however, it should be said that
the fibulae with smaller dimensions, such as the
bronze example with the threads, were intended
for clasping lighter cloaks, such as the summer
uniform, whereas the larger fibulae were intended
for heavier cloaks, i.e. the winter uniforms of
soldiers (Speidel 2009, 243).

The second military hint is the buckle,
which most probably belonged to the cingulum
militare although it is not placed in the area of the
waist of the deceased and is of uncommonly large
dimensions, which is why, with a slight reserve,
it has been identified as a part of the belt (Redzic¢
2013, 76). In a certain sense, the cutting off closing
point of the belt (Hoss 2010, 322; Woods 1993,
58) and its placing in the area of the left thigh,
as well as the dislocation of the military fibulae,
complement the image of a soldier stripped
of his rank, which was a disciplinary measure
conducted in the Roman army (Hoss 2010, 322).
The dislocation of the military insignias, as an
association of a Roman military degradation and
stripping of rank is also evident within grave 72
CD/SP, where the cingulum and fibula are placed
near the left foot of the deceased (Spasova 2011,
399, 406).
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Un. 4 - I'po6 93 1]]]-CII, Toka og iojac
Wn. 5 - I'po6 93 I]I-CII, Kenesna ¢pudyna

Hn. 6-6a - I'po6 93 I/I-CII, Bojuuka pubyna

Ha kpajot, Tpeba fa ce Harmacy jeKa IoKOjHHU-
muTe Bo rpodosute 93 11]1/CIT u 72 11]1/CII, mosuiuo-
HUpaHHU eieH MOKpaj JIPYT, cé UCTOBPeMeHH, Ouie
TPUTIAHUIM HAa PUMCKITE BOEHH CTPYKTYPU 1 HajBe-
POjTHO OMJIe pacUMHeTH TIpe] 1a OMpAT IorpedaHu.
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Fig. 4- Grave 93 CD-SP, Belt buckle
Fig. 5 - 93 CD-SP Iron fibula
Fig. 6-6 a - Grave 93 CD-SP, Military fibula

At the end it should be emphasised that the
deceased in the graves 93 CD/SP and 72 CD/SP,
positioned one next to the other are concurrent,
they were members of the Roman military
structures and were most probably discharge from
the military service before being buried.
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