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Mpeprosop

KoH kpajoT Ha 20 v npsuTe feueHnn Ha 21 Bek
Ha TeputopujaTa Ha P MakepoHuja ce uCTpaxyBaHu
CTOTMLLM apXeONOLWKHM NoKanuTeTu. EfHM ce co HasHaka
yKanuTanHu®, Apyru NNaHCKM, AONrOPOYHM U CUCTEMATCKM
UCKOMyBatba, TPETM MMAaT CTaTyC Ha MPEBEHTUBHM CO
3aLUTUTEH PEXMM 3apafy UHDPACTPYKTYPHU U 3eMjeHu
paboTh Ha TEPEHOT, ieN Of HUB Ce HAaOfaHW CO CTPYYHO
PeKorHocumMpatbe, HO UMa M TaKBU KOM CeyliTe ce MeTa
Ha HenerajHu Tparauu uuja Len e ,CKpPUEHO asHo" WTOo
BETYBa HE3aKOHCKa TProBuja.

BpojoT Ha ABMXKHMTE HAaOAM Ce UCKaUyBa Ha NOBEKe
CTOTMUM WNjafy MOYHYBAjKM Of OFPOMHUOT CTYRMCKM
MaTepujan [0 €eKCKNy3MBHMTE MNpUMEpU Ha BPBHMU
apXeonowKu apTechakTi Off CUTE eTanu Ha YOBEKOBATA
er3ucTeHLyMja Ha 0BUE MPOCTOPU.

Apxeonoukata LOKyMeHTaumja, rNaBHo,
nefaHTHO M 3abenexysa NoAaToOUMTE HAa HUBHOTO
Haofare. MeguyMuTe, jaBHUTE TNacuna W CouMjanHuTe
MPEeXM PeuncH cekojaHeBHO 0bjaByBaaT AeTanu 3a 0BUe
otkpuTHja. Co T0a, 10 HEKa/e Ce 3a[J0BONYBAAT JHEBHUTE
UHTepecupatba Ha MOLWMPOKaTa jaBHOCT MeryToa, 3a
Hay4HO (byHAMpPaHUTE CTaTHM, 33 aHANU3M M pacnpasu, 3a
MOHOTpachumu apyrupedepeHTHnybauKaLumnoTpebHu
ce NoBeKeroAmLWHM1, MaKOTPMHU MCTPaXyBatba Taka WTO
HMBHMOT 6p0j 06jeKTMBHO He MOXe [la COOABETCTBYBA CO
HOBOMPOHajAeH!TE MaTepHjanm.

ApxeonorujaTa He e 1 He cMee fla buze echeMepHa
MaHudecTaumja. PekorHocuupatrata, MCKOMyBataTta,
noToa KOH3epBalLMjaTa M Mpe3eHTaLmujaTa Ha ABWXKHUTE
W HelBWXHM 06jeKTM ce [ejCTBMja KOM aKo He ce
BepucMKyBaaT CO COOABETHA CTPYYHA MHTEprpeTaLmja
nped jaBHocTa rybaT of cBojaTa BepOAOCTOJHOCT.
Te HeMMHOBHO ce npecTopyBaaT (nMpeTBOpaat) BO
aHaXpOHM, yCMEHM NpeaHmja a He Bo AeN 04 rnobanHuTe
XYMaHUCTUUYKM CMIO3HaHMja.

Kako NoyK of OBME TPeHOOBM M OL CBETCKUTE
UCKYCTBa Ce ,qojp,e 00 3aK/ly4oK AeKa OBME HEMOBOHU

[7]

Preface

Hundreds of archaeological sites have been
researched on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia
in late 20 and early 21 century. Some of them were
called “capital” research, others planned, long-term and
systematic excavations, still others have the status of
preventive with a protective regime due to infrastructural
and earth work on the ground, part of them were
discovered through expert field surveys, however there
are still some sites that are targeted by illegal diggers
who are trying to find “hidden treasures” that suggests
illegal trade.

The number of movable findings amounts to
hundreds of thousands, from the huge amount of
study material to exclusive examples of state-of-the-
art archaeological artifacts from all stages of people’s
existence in these areas.

Archaeological documents, mainly, keep pedantic
records of data about their discoveries. Media, public
outlets and social networks publish details about these
discoveries almost daily. This somewhat satisfies the
interests of the broader public, however, scientifically-
based articles, analyses and debates, monographs and
other reference publications require lengthy and vigorous
research so that their numbers cannot objectively
correspond with the newly discovered materials.

Archaeology is not and must not be an ephemeral
occurrence. Surveys, excavations, then conservation
and presentation of movable and immovable objects
are actions which will lose their credibility if they are
not verified with adequate expert interpretation before
the public. They would undoubtedly transform into
anachronistic oral legends and not into part of global
humanistic insights.

These trends and global experiences lead us
to believe that this unfavourable situation could be
overcome by establishing a publication whose name
Arheoloski Informator (Archaeological ~Newsletter)



COCTOjOU MOXaT Ja Ce HafMMHaT co opMMpate Ha
rnacuno uue ume ,Apxeonowku MHdopMatop” camo
no cebe ja objacHyBa HaMeHaTa M ja 3aLBPCTYBa OBaa
nocnaba anka Bo HawuTe NPOECHOHANHU CTPEMEXH.
[penuMUHapHUUAMNPETXOLHM M3BELUTaMU 3a TPETUPAHUTE
NOKANUTETH, U3APXKaAHM enabopaLmuu 3a eKCKNy3uBHUTE
HaodM, PeLeH3MM 3a HOBa M MpOBOKATMBHA CTPyYHa
nuTepaTypa M ApyrM MHdopMauuu of obnacta Ha
apxeonorujata qopMaTMpaHU BO KYCH HO, COAPXKajHM
U3BECTyBatha MOXAT fAa OMAAT BUCTMHCKM BOBEZ 3a
HaTaMoOWHa no npognabodyeHa pabota Ha OAAenHa
apxeonoluka npobneMaTuka. VIMeHo, 0f pasHW NpUUMHM,
04 HenpemBMATMBM  MPUIUKU/HEMPUIMKK  BaKBUTE
TEKCTOBM HEPETKO 0CTaHyBaaT KaKo e AUHCTBEHM, PBUYHM
W MepO/aBHM COOMLITEHM]a 3a U3BPLIEHUTE PabOTH.

BepysaMe [feka Ha BaKOB HauMH MHory
MNaZu MCTpaxyBauu Ke ce oxpabpaT da rM u3Hecat
(Npe3eHTMpaaT) o MpBa paka pesyntaTM Of CBOMTE
aKTMBHOCT, [0J€Ka MOMCKYCHWUTE fa W cybnummpaart
HacobpaHuTe OMcepBaLyuM 3a HEKOe CBOE BMAYBAHE U
Te3a Koja Kaj HUB co3peana co TEKOT Ha BPEMETO.

Co Hamex feka OBaa WMHMUMjaTMBA Ke bupge of
roni3a 3a CUTE Ha ciMcaHneTo Apxeonoluku MHdopMaTop
My nocakyBaMe JONrOBEYHOCT, ycrex U fobap npueM BO
rnobanHata moTpara 3a Hanpeok Ha apXeonolKara
MUCNa.

10. 01. 2017
Op pepakuujaTa

[8]

explains its purpose and strengthens this weak link in our
professional endeavors. Preliminary or preceding reports
on the treated sites, well-founded elaborations about
exclusive finds, reviews on new and provocative reference
publications and other information from the field of
archaeology formatted in short, but substantial reports
might be the proper introduction for further in-depth
work on particular archaeological issues. Namely, due
to various reasons and unforeseen circumstances, these
texts often remain the only competent notifications
about work that was carried out.

We believe that this would encourage many young
researchers to present, first-hand, the results of their
activities, while those with more experience to summarize
their observations on a particular issue or thesis that has
matured in their minds over time.

Hoping that this initiative would be beneficial for
all, we want the Archaeological Newsletter to have a long
life, be successful and well received in the global quest for
progression of archaeological notions.

10.01.2016
The editorial board
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Bo nopHoXjeTo Ha apXeonowKuoTe NoKanuTet
»Lapsu Kynu“ Crpymuua, npeg noseke of eAHa AeLieHu]a
bea eBUAEHTMPaHM OCTaTOUMTE Off CPEeAHOBEKOBHA
upkBa. LipkeaTta ce Haora Ha okony 200 MeTpu cesepou-
CTOYHO Of TBPAMHATA, OAHOCHO HA CaMO A€CETUHA METPU
o4 nocnepHata kyka Ha rpagot CTpymuua, Ha caMuoT
pUA. MctpaxyBatrbaTa Ha 0BOj CakpaneH 06jekT 3a npsnat
3anoyHaa Bo 2015 roguHa M Npogonxuja BO HapeaHaTa
2016 roguHa.

Mped [na 3anouyHaT MCKOMyBatbaTa, BMAJMBHM
bea ocTatouu caMo Off MCTOUHMOT fieN Ha LpKBaTa -
ancuaaTta M OnTapHMOT NPOCTOP, KOW MpeAxofHo bune
Ha yAap Ha uneranHute konauu. Llen Ha oBue 3aLWTUTHM
UCTpaXyBatba Dellie, OTKPUBAE Ha LIEOCHUOT rabapuT
Ha 00jeKTOT 1 cnefietbe Ha thasuTe Ha u3rpaaba. Bo bnu-
31Ha Ha LIPKBATA UMalLle MHAMKALMM 38 MOXKHO MPUCYCTBO
W Ha [ipyr1 06jeKTH KoM bune Bo (hyHKLMja Ha LIeNOKYMHK-
OT CaKpaseH XMBOT, KaKo U MOCTOeHE Ha NOBeKeC/0jHa

Remains of a medieval church were discovered
more than a decade ago at the foot of the Carevi Kuli
archaeological site in Strumica. The church is located
around 200 metres north-east of the fortress, i.e. only
ten metres from the last house in the town of Strumica,
on the hill. The research of this sacral structure began
for the first time in 2015 and continued in 2016.

Before the excavations started, there were visible
remains only of the church’s eastern part - the apse and
the altar area, that were previously targeted by illegal
diggers. The purpose of this protective research was to
uncover the entire structure and to observe the stages
of construction. Near the church there were indications
aboutthepossible existence of otherstructuresthatwere
part of sacral life as well as a multilayered necropolis.
The methodology for researching the structure was
standard: excavations on the entire planned surface and
observing the horizontal and vertical stratigraphy.
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Medieval Church
(Cpep,oseKosHa ~

LipKBa) »

v

«
Tsar'sJowers
(LlapeBl-Kynn)

Un. 1 - Jlokayuja Ha cpegHoseKosHailia Yypkea 80 TOGHOXjellio Ha
apxeonowkuott nokanued Lapesu Kynu Clupymuya.

Hekponona. MeTofonorujata 3a MCTpaxyBakwe Ha
06jeKTOT e CTaHAap/Ha: CO OTKOMM MO LienaTa npefsu-
[ieHa NOBPLIMHA, NPUTOA CNefiejKM ja XOPU3OHTaNHATA U
BepTMKa/HaTa cTpaTurpadumja.

Cnopep nokauujata Ha LpkBaTa MOXeMe Aa 3a-
Knyuume aeka buna gen of ypbaHoTo jappo Ha cpep-
HoBekoBHa CTpymmua, M3rpafeHa NOKpaj eAHa Of
KOMyHWKaLuKTe Kou Bofene Ao TBpAuHata (Llapesu
Kynu). MpocTopoT Ha Koj ce npoTera cakpanH1oT 06jeKT
e eflHa 0f MOLMPOKMTE Tepacu Ha CaMMOT pUA, Ha
[lOMMHaHTHa monox6a Hag rpagot. Co apxeonowkuTe
UCTPaXYyBatba BO U3MMHATUTE [BE FOAMHM yCreaBMe Aa
ro OTKpMEMe LIeIOCHHOT rabapuT Ha LpKBaTa, Kako 1 fia
v npocneanme asute Ha urpapba. Cranysa 360p 3a
efiHoKopabHa LpKBa Co AuMMeH3uu: fomxuHa 10,20 me-
TPy M WwnpuHa 5,90 MeTpu, fOCTa KBANUTETHO U3rpage-
Ha co fjobap rpagexeH MaTepujan (Tyna, kaMeH 1 BapoB
ManTep). TexHMKaTa Ha Suatbe Ha 0ApeeHN NapTUn ofl
HafiBopelHaTa hacafa noTceTyBaat Ha cloisonné, oco-
6eHo BO ieNoT Ha TpUCTpaHaTa ancupa. Lipkeata uMana
TPV BNe3a, rMaBHMOT Ha 3amajHaTa M f1Ba COPeaHM Ha
jyXHaTa 1 ceBepHaTa CTpaHa, 4 cnopep notpebuTe, BO
044PeNeHN BPEMEHCKM NMepuUoaM Tve bune 3aTBOpPaHM

[80]

Fig. 1- Location of the medieval church at the foot of the Carevi
Kuli archaeological site - Strumica

Based on the church’s location, it can be
concluded that it was part of the urban core of medieval
Strumica, built near one of the communication roads
leading to the fortress (Carevi Kuli). The area where the
sacral building is located is one of the wider terraces on
the hill itself, with a dominant position above the town.
With the archaeological research in the last two years we
managed to uncover the whole build of the church and
to observe the construction stages. This is a single nave
church with the following dimensions: length of 10.20
metres and width of 5.90 metres; the construction is of
good quality with good construction material (bricks,
stone and lime mortar). The construction technique
in certain sections of the external facade resembles
cloisonné, particularly at the three-sided apse. The
church had three entrances, the main at the western
side and two minor ones at the southern and northern
sides, and when necessary they were bricked in certain
time periods. The church facades are articulated with
a system of blind niches, which are the expression of
medieval trends in construction of sacral buildings. The
church was decorated with wall paintings, which is also
confirmed with the modest remains of the discovered



[1. LUsetaroB - Apxeon. uck. CpegrosekosHa upkea - Cllipymuya

D. Cvetanov - Arheol. excav. Medieval church - Strumica

Un. 2 - Apxeonowku uctipaxysarka 2016 2oguHa,
(cpottiozpacpuja HalipaseHa co gpoH, OpgaHye [letipos).

(3asmpyBaHm). DacaamTe Ha LipKBaTa Ce APTUKYIMPaHK CO
CMCTEM Ha CNEMM HULIK, KOU Ce U3pa3 Ha CPeHOBEKOB-
HUTe TEKOBM Ha rpajiete Ha cakpanHu objekTu. LipksaTa
buna chpeckoxuBonucaHa, NOTBPAA 3a T0a Ce U CKPOM-
HUTe OCTATOLUM Ha OTKPUEHMOT (DPECKOXMBOMMC BO in
situ nonox6a, Ha 3anafHaTa BNe3Ha napT1ja Ha CaMUOT
[LOBPATHUK Of} AABETE CTPAHM, CO NPETCTaBM Ha CTUNU3U-
paHu chnopantu Motneu. Cnopep apxMTeKTypaTa, Kako 1
CKPOMHOTO C/IMKapCTBO, LipKBaTa HajpaHo MoXe Aa buge
faTupaHa kpaj Ha Xl - npsa nonosuHa Ha XlI Bek.

Co ucTpaxyBawata Ha LpKBaTa, [AOKYMEHTH-
paHW Ce HeKOMKY hasu Ha JOrpadyBatbe M CaHWpatbe.
HajnpsuH cyHKLMOHMpPana kako Mana efHokopabHa
LipKBa, 32 Aa BO eeH MOAOLEeH NepUof 0 Hej3MHOTO
onctojyBate buna npetBopeHa Bo karnena. Bo osaa
thasa 61n 3aTBOPEH rNAaBHMUOT 3aMajeH Bes3, Nopaau us-
rpagba Ha sufaHa rpobHMLLA BO Hej3uHATa BHATPELIHOCT.
Osaa rpobHu1La e u3rpafieHa of Tyna W BapoB ManTep
W Ce Haofa NOA CaMuOT Bne3. HejauHuTe AMMeH3uM ce:
fonmxuHa 2,04 metpu, wupuHa 0,70 MeTpy 1 fnabounHa
0,84 meTpu. MpobHMLaTa bMna BKonaHa BO MOAOT Ha Ca-
MaTa LipKBa, a Kako anTepHaT1Ba 3a 3aMafHWOT 3asuaaH
Bne3 bune ynotpebyBaHu cnopefHUTe Ha ceBepHaTa u
jy)XXHaTa CcTpaHa.

[81]

Fig. 2 - Archaeological research in 2016 (photo taken by a drone,
Ordanée Petrov)

paintings in situ, in the western entrance section on
both sides of the doorframe, with images of stylized
floral motifs. Based on the architecture and the modest
paintings, the church can be dated to late 12t - first
half of 13t centuries at the earliest.

The research in the church showed that there
were several phases of extensions and renovations. At
first it functioned as a small single nave church, but at a
later period it was transformed into a chapel. The main
western entrance was closed in this phase because of
the construction of a tomb in the interior. The tomb was
made of bricks and lime mortar and is located under the
entrance. Its dimensions are: length 2.04 metres, width
0.70 metres and depth 0.84 metres. The tomb was dug
in the church floor, while the minor entrances on the
north and the south side were used as an alternative to
the closed western door.

The research identified various burials, which is
confirmed with the large concentration of disturbed
osteological material. A whole skeleton (the last burial)
was discovered, relatively well preserved, in situ. The
deceased was a man, buried in a supine form with hands
crossed on the chest and in a west-east direction, in



Apxeonoukv MudopMatop, bp. 1

(2017): 79-83.

Arheoloki Informator, vol. 1

Un.3 - U3zneg Ha jyxHoliolio uye Ha upksallia (holiozpacpuja
Ha Jlywko LgeltiaHoa).

Co ucTpaxyBataTa  MOEHTUMKYBAHM  Cce
noseke norpebysatba, a MOTBpAA 3a Toa € roneMara
KOHLEHTpaLMja Ha HapyleH OCTEONOWKX MaTepujar.
Belue oTKpMeH W LieNoceH ckeneT Ha NoOKojHMK (nocnes-
HOTO norpebyBatbe), penaTmBHoO 06O 3auyBaH, BO in situ
nonox6a. CtaHysa 360p 3a Max, norpebaH BO MCTPYKeHa
nonox6a co NpeKpCcTeHu paLie Ha rpaauTe M opueHTaLMja
3anag - UCTOK, CMOPef XpUCTHUjaHCKMTe KaHoHM. Bo rpo-
60T 6ea OTKpueHu 1 f1Ba rpobHM Haoau: cpebpeHa Mo-
HeTa [0 rMaBaTa Ha MOKOJHUKOT M CpebpeH MpCTeH Ha
fiecHaTa paka. CpebpeHaTa MOHeTa e BEHELMCKM rpoL,
Lorenzo Tiepolo (1268-1275), noneka npcTeHoT cnopef
thopMaTa 1 TeXHMKaTa Ha M3paboTka ro faTMpame BO Kpaj
Ha XlIl noueTok Ha XIV Bek.

MomoT Ha supaHaTa rpobHMua Oun HanmpaseH
0L UCTUTE TYNIM CO KOM € COSMAaHa M LipKBaTa, Toa e
ylTe efHa noABpAa Aeka rpobHuuata buna usrpage-
Ha BO NEPUOMOT Kora (hyHKLMOHMpaNa v caMaTa LipKBa.
OpoBe MoxeMe fa 3aKNnyuuMe feKa ako MoCnefHOTo
norpebysatbe Bo rpobHMLaTa HUNO M3BpLIEHO BO KPajoT
Ha XIIl - noyeTok Ha XIV Bek (gaTupaHo cnopef HaoauTe),
npeuTe norpebysatba BO rpobHMLaTa bune MHOry nopa-
Ho, HajBepojaTHO Kora buna usrpafeHa, Bo NpBata nosno-
B1Ha Ha XlI Bex.

[82]

Fig. 3. South face of the church (photo by Dusko Cvetanov)

accordance with Christian canons. Two burial findings
were found in the tomb: a silver coin by the head of the
deceased and a silver ring on the right hand. The silver
coinis a Venetian groschen Lorenzo Tiepolo (1268-1275),
while based on the shape and the technique, the ring is
dated to late 13t and early 14 centuries.

The tomb floor was made with the same bricks
used for the church, which is another confirmation that
the tomb was built in the period when the church was
functioning. Thus, it can be concluded that if the last
burial was in late 13t -early 14 century (dated based
on the findings), the first burials in the tomb were much
earlier, most probably when it was built, in the first half
of 13* century.

An important segment in the research of this
medieval chapel are the three found tombstones inside
the church, which were re-used. The tombstones are
finished only on one side, and on one them there is a
three-line inscription in Old Slav Cyrillic letters; this
tombstone’s dimensions are 0.66/0.46 metres. Based
on the characteristics of the inscription, this epigraphic
monument is dated in the first half of 13% century,
the same period when the tomb was built. Thus the
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3HauaeH CerMeH BO WCTpPaXyBakeTo Ha OBaa
CPeAHOBEKOBHA Karesa, Ce OTKpUeHUTe Tpu Haarpob-
HM MNOYM BHATpe BO LipKBaTa, ynoTpebaHa cekyHAapHo.
Mnouute ce obpaboTeHM caMo of efiHaTa CTpaHa, a Ha
e[lHa 03 HMB UMa TPU PefieH HAaTMUC CO CTapOCNOBEHCKO
KMPUNCKO MUCMO, CTaHyBa 360p 3a HaarpobHa nioyva co
anmensuu 0,66 / 0,46 metpu. OBoj enurpadhcku cnome-
HUK criopef 0cobeHOCTMTe Ha HAaTMMCOT ro faTUpaMe BO
npeata nonosuHa Ha Xl Bek'Bo ucT nepuop Kora 6una
u3rpafieHa suaaHata rpobruua. Ogosge npousnerysa u
NpeTnocTaBKaTa fieka TpUTe nnoun bune aen of rpob-
HaTa KOHCTPYKLMja BHaTpe BO LipKBaTa, KOM BO OfpeeH
BPeMeHCKM nepuop bune cekyHaapHo ynoTpebeHu Bo
NoASMAYBaETO Ha jyXHWOT sup. [pobHuuaTa M nno-
yaTa BO HalLMOB C/yyaj, AaTUPaHU, HECOMHEHO BO MUCT
nepuop, HajBepojaTHO NMpeTCTaByBaaT 4eNoBM O efHa
UCTa LieNWHa, M3rpajieHu BO YECT Ha HEKOj CTPYMUUKM
BEJIMKOAOCTOjHMK, YNPaBMUTEN Ha FPpajoT MM YOBEK KO
©[HOCTAaBHO UMan JOBOMHO CPEACTBA Aa M3rpafM LipKBa
33 HEroBo BEYHO MOYMBANULLTE.

Co wuctpaxysawata Bo 2016 rogmHa, bewe
ondateH NpoCTOpOT jyXHO O/ LPKBaTa, Kajie ycrneasMe
fia otkpueMe 21 norpebyBatbe, Of Pa3nUUHM NepUoaM,
noyHyBajku of fouHKoT cpeneH ek (XII - XIV Bek) kora
OfnCTojyBaNna LpKBaTa, TYpCKoTO cpepHoBekoue (XV-
XVIII Bek), na cé o npsuTe feeHnu Ha XX Bek. JyXHo ofy
LipKBaTa bea OTKPUEHM ywWTe fBa NPUAPYXHU 06jeKTH,
kou 6une Bo cnyxba Ha 0BOj Man LPKOBEH KOMMNEKC BO
ypbaHoTo jaapo Ha cpefHoBeKoBHa CTpyMuua.

MecHocTa HaKoja ce Haora LipkBaTa, Mery MECHOTO
Hacenerue Bo XIX -XX Bek e no3HaTa Kako ,,JabaHuucku
épobuwitia“ (¢pobuwiia Ha dyéuryu -clliparyu). Ha caMo
[leceTMHa MeTpy 0f LipKBaTa, BO NpBMTE AeLieHnn Ha XX
BeK ce norpebaHu ABajua CTPYMUUKM NIOKaNHU BOjBOAM,
Koctagut Camapumes - LlemeTo u Kpcte Hosocencku. Co
TOa Ce MOTBPAYBA, Aeka 0BOj Aen of rpagot Ctpymuua,
fo bn1cko MMHaTo, 1N mien of AyXoBHATa KONEKTMBHA
MeMopMja Ha NOKaNHOTO HaceneHue koe 6uno norpe-
byBaHo Ha 0BOj MpocTop Bo KoHTMHYMTET o XlIl go XX
BeK.

1 Toa Hu ro NoTBpAMja KOHCYNTaLmMuTe U enurpadcko-naneorpadckute
cornepyBata Ha fA-p Buoneta Kpcrecka, HayueH coBeTHMK of obnacta Ha
DOunonowwkute Hayku npu MCK-Mpunen
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assumption that the three tombstones were part of
the tomb construction inside the church and were later
reused to reinforce the southern wall. The tomb and the
tombstone are undoubtedly dated in the same period;
they are most probably part of one whole, built in
honour of some dignitary from Strumica, administrator
of the town or a man who simply had sufficient funds to
build a church as his final resting place.

The research in 2016 covered the area south
of the church, where 21 burials were discovered from
different periods, beginning with late Middle Ages (13-
14t centuries) when the church functioned, the Turkish
Middle Ages (15-18t centuries) and as late as the first
decades of 20t century. South of the church there were
two accompanying structures found, which served this
small church complex in the urban core of medieval
Strumica.

The location of the church was known as
Jabandziski Grobishta (graveyard for strangers) among
the local population in 19-20t" centuries. In early 20t
century two local voivodes from Strumica, Kostadin
Samardziev - Demeto and Krste Novoselski, were buried
only ten metres from the church. This also confirms that
this part of Strumica was part of the spiritual collective
memory of the local population until recently and that
it was used for burials continuously from 13t to 20t
centuries.



