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Bo pamku Ha poekToT , icTpaskyBauku paoo-
TH ¥ U3TOTBYBae Ha KOH3ePBATOPCKY MTPOEKT 3a ap-
XUTEKTypaTa 1 SUHOTO CIMKapcTBO Ha Kora Axmer
Ecdenpu 11amuja Bo butona“ e M3BpIIeHO COHMPambe
Ha TePEHOT CO 1[e/1 YTBP/YBame Ha octapu (a3u Ha
o0jexToT, AepuHMpame Ha TeMeIuTe, BUJ, Ha Ipajl-
0a, Kako M ITIPOHAOrale Ha €BEeHTYalHU MOCTapH
KyITYpHU cioeBU. COHMPAmeTo e HalpaBeHO BO
BPEMEHCKHM TIepUo]] Off IeceT PabOTHH JieHa CO eKu-
Ia of TPojlla OMIUTH PaOOTHUILM, €leH apXeoyor u
eJleH apXUTeKT.

Korta Axmen Edbenin umu Korra Kaju iiamuja
BO burona e 3amrTuTeHo KyITYpHO [00pO CO pel.
op. 84 op 14.03.1978r.; 1IP. na P33CK Ckomje 0p. 294.
Ce Haora Ha ymuiata Kysman Jocudocku - Iluty
op. 30, Ha KII 5947/1, KO IlenTap 1 Bo 6nm3uHaTa Ha
Jenu amam u JIpBeH I1a3ap 3a Koumito ce cmeTa Jieka
ce JIeJT off KOMIUIEKCOT, CMeTajKu To 1 (DoNKIIopHU-

[101]

Within the project “Research work and
preparation of a conservation project for the ar-
chitecture and wall painting of Koja Ahmed Efendi
Mosque in Bitola” a field excavation was conducted
to determine older phases of the building, define
foundations, type of construction and exploring
eventually older cultural horizons. The excavation
digs were made in a time period of 10 work days with
a team of 3 labour workers, one archaeologist and
one architect.

Koja Ahmed Efendi or Koja Kadi Mosque in Bi-
tola is a protected cultural heritage with the ruling
No. 84 from 14.03.1978, CR of RZZSK Skopje No. 294.
It is located on Kuzman Josifovski-Pitu no. 30, KP
5947/1, KO Centar 1, in close range to “Jeni Amam”
and “Drven Pazar” which are considered part of the
cultural complex, also with the folklore building on
“Straso Pindzur No. 3” (Makrievska 2019, 3). It was
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Wn. 1- Usineg Ha yamujaitia
0g HagBop

Fig. 1 - Site and dig placing

oT objexT Ha yim.Crpamo ITuniyp 6p. 3(MakpueBcka
2019). Usrpapgena e Bo 936 cropen Xuripa umu 1529r.
romuHa of cypujata Axmen Ecdbenpu (Mihajlovski
2007). Op objekTHTe BO HemocpenHa OMM3MHA Ha
HeKOTalIHKOT KOMIUIEKC (IJaMuja, MeJipeca U Me3ap-
JIMK), JIeHec mocTou caMo iramujata. CKpoMHaTa I1a-
MICKa rpajida e co mpaBoarojieH MOJIMTBEH MTPOCTOP
ox 8,80 m x 8,50 M, co MOKPUB Ha JiBe BOJIU, CO TIOJIH-
rOHAJTHO MUHApe Ha jyro3alajjHarta CTpaHa 1 Co BJie3
oJ ceBepo3amnajiHaTa CTpaHa. I'pajieHa e BO opus
cloissone, moexka MUHApPeTO € Off MPABUIIHO JIeJIKa-
HU KaMeHH 07I0KOBH, uue 1epede e 00JMKYBaHO €O
T0JTHa Ty/a. KoHCTaTupaHo e SUIHO CIMKapCTBO Kaj
B/Ie30T Ha ceBepo3arnajiHata gacaja, Kako u Qpar-
MEHTH OKOJTY IIPO30PCKKUTe OTBOPU BO MOTUTBEHHOT
npoctop. Korta Axmeq Ecbenu 1jamuja e co cKkpoMHu
IMMEH3HUH ¥ TH TI0Ce[yBa KapaKTePUCTUKUTE Ha O1-
TOJICKUTE IIaMMK BO JIYXOT Ha KJIaCHYHHUOT CTHIT Ha
OTOMAHCKATa apXUTEeKTypa.

HampaBenu ce 4 coHpupama BO ompejesne-

(2019) : 101-110.

[102]
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built in the year 936 according to Hijra or 1529 by
the judge Ahmed Efendi (Mihajlovski 2007, 359).
From the near buildings of the old mosque com-
plex (mosque, medresa and mezarlik) today there is
only the mosque. The humble mosque construction
is with a rectangular praying area 8.80m.x 8.50m.
with a hipped roof and a polygonal minaret on the
southwest side and an entrance from the northwest
side. It is built in opus cloissone, the minaret is built
with stone blocks while its serefe is decorated with
bricks. Wall painting was found at the entrance on
the northwest facade and around the window open-
ings in the pray area. Koja Ahmed Efendi Mosque is
with humble dimensions and owns the characteris-
tics of Bitola mosques in the spirit of the classical
style of Ottoman architecture. period)

There were 4 excavation digs made in forms
dictated by the terrain and needs off the project for
conservation research of the holly building. Field
landmark of the research was appointed R1, on the
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1m..

HUA (DOPMH, JUKTUPAHU Off TEPEHOT M IOTpedbuTe
Ha MPOEKTOT 32 KOH3ePBATOPCKU MCTpasKyBamba Ha
CakpasHUOT 00jeKT. TepeHCKH perep Ha OBHe HC-
TpasKyBaba e onpezieneH P1 Ha mparoT Ha ceraiHuoT
BJIe3 Ha IJaMujaTa, Ha CeBePHUOT aroi Ha 00jeKTOT.
bupiejku HemMaBMe KaTacTapcKu MOJIATOLM 3a arico-
JIyTHaTa KOTa ce 3alloyHa off HY/ITa TOUKa, OJJHOCHO
P1=0,00m. CorpiTe ce co cliefHUTe TUMEH3UH:
Conpia 6pl.: 2m X 2M (BHATPEIIHOCT Ha [JaMHja-
Ta MoOKpaj camuoT Muxpaod). Ilouetna kKora -0.03mM,
nof, o, miectaromHu Tyau -0.07M, HUBO Off ITIMHeCTa
3emja -0.43m, 3aBpiaHo HKUBO -0.61Mm. CoHpia Op 2: 2M
x 1M (HafiBopeLIHOCT Ha [1aMujaTa ucToueH aroin). Ilo-
yeTHa KoTa -0.06M, HUBO Ha Kajipma -0.39M, HMBO Ha
104K (HUBO Ha KopucTeme) -0.61M, 3aBpIIHO HUBO
-0.69m. Conpa 6p 3: 5M X 1M (HafIBOpeIIHO of ceBe-
peH aroq Ha IlamujaTa MoKpaj SU/IOT, OJHOCHO JI0
KPajoT Ha LIEHTPaHUOT BJie3 Ha IlamMujara).lloueTHo
HMBO -0.03M, mpBo HKUBO Ha ManTep -0.35M, MasiTepeH

[103]

M. 2 - Mecitioiionoxba Ha
COHguue

Fig. 2 - Site and dig placing

doorstep of the current entrance of the mosque at
its northern corner. Because we didn’t have abso-
lute field survey points we started from zero point,
regarding R1=0.00m. The digs are with the current
dimensions: Dig 1: 2m. x 2m.(inside the mosque
by the mihrab). Starting point -0.03m., floor from
hexagonal bricks at -0.07m., finishing level -0.61m.
Dig 2: 2m.xIm. (outside the mosque, east corner)
Starting point -0.06m, level of paving stone -0.39m.,
level of plate stone(level of use) -0.61m., ending level
0.69m. Dig 3: 5m.xIm.(outside the mosque from
the north angle of mosque to the central entrance
of the mosque). Starting point -0.03, first level of
malter -0.35m., malter print from a wall -0.45m.,
second level of malter -0.62m., wall between two
entrances +0.04m., first level of malter in front of
central entrance -0.20m., second (lower) level of
malter in front of central entrance -0.60m., level of
fine plaster next to wall -0.24m., doorstep of central
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oTUCOK off sufi -0.45M, BTopo HKUBO MainTep -0.62M,
syl Mery nBa Bie3a +0.04M, MpBoO HUBO Ha MajTep
npe rieHTpaneH Bie3 -0.20M, BTOPO(IIOHICKO) HUBO
Ha MajTep mpeq meHTpaieH Bie3 -0.60M, HUBO Ha
¢dbuH ManTep mokpaj sup -0.24, mpar Ha IieHTpajeH
Brie3 -0.09M, 3aBpmHa Kora -0.62M(HMBO off MasTep).
Conpa Op 4: 3M x IM (HaJBOpeNIHO MOKpaj jyrouc-
TOYHMOT SHJl Ha MUHAPETO U TOKPaj jyro3anajHuoT
sup, Ha Iramujata). IlouetHa Kora -0.16M, HuBo Ha
TeMeJIHO 1[0K/Ie Ha MuHape -1.02M, HUBO Ha TeMeJTHO
[JOKJIe Ha Haoc -1.09M, KoTa Ha 3aBpILIETOK Ha TeMell
Ha MuHape -1.84M, KoTa Ha 3aBpLIETOK Ha TeMeJl Ha
Haoc -2.00m.

Crparturpacdckute (hakTé HM OIpeJeyBaaT
7IBa OCHOBHU CJIOEBU CO JIBA KYITYPHU XOPH30HTH.
[IpBuoT coj Kopecrionaupa co 19-20 Bek, fofeka
BTOpUOT J10j e of, 16 o 19 Bek. Kynrypuure xopu-
30HTHU Ce TIOTBPJIEH! CO Haou, (hparMeHTH cajioBa
KepaMuKa, (pparMeHTH CTaKJIo, OCTEOJOIKE MaTe-
pujan v MeTaJl.

HuBoTO Ha MPBUOT cTpaTUrpa)CKM CerMeHT
Bapupa of 0,00m 1o -0,35 m amabounHa. Ce padoTu
3a Meproj] Ha peHOBUPakbe Ha IJaMujaTa (HajBepojart-
HO Kpaj Ha 19 wim mouetox Ha 20B.), OTKpUEHH ce
OCTATOLM Off IPajie;KeH IIyT, (hparMeHTH cajioBa Ke-
pamuKa, (parMeHTH Tpajie;KHa KepaMiKa U OTIIajl-
H1 Matepujamu off 20Bek.Bo mocienHute eneHun
Ha 20 Bek [lamMujaTa Oellle KOPUCTEHA KaKO KyKa U
MaranyH. Bo BHaTpelnHocTa Ha [jlaMujaTta (conpa 1)
e OTKpHEH TI0]] Off IIeCTOATO/THY TY/TH, MHOTY 7I00p0
3auyBaH, a 0]l Hero e OTKPHEeHO HUBO Ha KOPUCTeHe
of] rHecTa 3emja. HagBoperHo Bo coHpia 2 ce 110-
TBPJIeHU UCTHTE JIBe HUBOA HA KOPUCTEHE, OTHOCHO
MpPOHAjIieHa e KajjpMa BeJHall TI0f JIeHeNIHOTO
HUBO off 1ieMeHT ¥ acant. Iloy Toa HMBO TPOHAj-
TIeHO e HMBO Ha KOPUCTeHe Koe KOpPecToHAupa co
I7IMHecTaTa 3eMja BO BHaTpemiHocra. CuTyanujaTa
BO COHJIa 3, OJJHOCHO Ha ceBepo3amajiHaTa CTpPaHa
Ha [JaMHjaTa caMo HM T MOTBP/yBa OBKME CTpaTH-
rpadcKy BapujabuIy, a MOKPaj Toa M HU OTKpPMBa
TPUJPYKEH 00jeKT WK TOTIOMHUTETHA TPUIPYKHA
KOHCTPYKIIMja off eflHa TpeTXoHa (hasa Ha I[1amuja-
Ta(MOKHO e Jia ce pabOTH 3a TpeM Ha I1amujata). Bo
COHJIa 3 ce OTKpUeHHU JiBe HUBOA HAa MaJITep CO OCTa-
TOLY O] HETaTUBY O] TIOT0/IeMU KaMeH! T/I04M KaKo

(2019) : 101-110.

[104]
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entrance -0.09m., finishing point -0.62m. (level of
malter). Dig 4 3m. x 1m. (outside by the southeast
wall of the minaret and south west wall of the
mosque). Starting point -0.16m., level of foundation
start of minaret -1.02m., level of foundation start of
mosque -1.09, level of finish of foundation of mina-
ret -1.84m., level of finish of foundation of mosque
-2.00m.

Stratigraphy facts determine for us two basic
layers with two cultural horizons. The first layer
corresponds with 19-20 century, while the second
layer is from 16-19 century. Cultural horizons are
confirmed with findings such as fragments of pot-
tery, fragmented glass, osteology material and met-
al.

The level of the first stratigraphy segment
varies between 0.00m. to -0.35m. of depth. It’s about
the period of renovation of the mosque (probably the
end of 19 century or the beginning of the 20" cen-
tury), there are remains of structural debris, frag-
ments of pottery, fragments of structural ceramics
and waste from 20™ century. The last decades of the
20™ century the mosque was used as a dwelling and
a storage. In the interior of the mosque (dig 1) there
is a floor uncovered from hexagonal tiles, very well
preserved, and underneath it there is a level of us-
age from clay. Outside in dig 2 the same two levels of
usage are confirmed, regarding with there is a pav-
ing stone found just underneath the todays level of
cement and asphalt. Underneath that level of usage
there is another level which corresponds with the
level of clay found inside the mosque. The situation
in dig 3, on the northwest side of the mosque, just
confirms these stratigraphic variables and beside
that it reveals us an associated object or associated
structure from a previous phase of the mosque (it is
possible that it is a portico of the mosque). In dig 3
there are two levels of malter with remains of nega-
tives and larger plated stones as one big wall with
south-east /south-west direction made of stone and
malter and which is 80cm. thick. The central en-
trance of the mosque is definitively determined with
the excavated levels in front of him as the marble
door step base.

The second stratigraphy segment varies be-
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W1 4 - Congu og 1 go 3 u hpazmenitiupato citiax.io og conga 3

Fig. 4 - Digs from 1 to 3 and fragmented glass from dig 3

[105]
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COHOA 4 (DIG 4)

Nn.5 - Conga 4
Fig.5 - Dig 4

[106]
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1 eJIeH TI0ro/IeM SHJI CO TIpaBell j-i C-3 H3PaboTeH off
KaMeH 1 MajTep u gedemina o 80cm. [leHTpamHUOT
BJIe3 Ha IJamMujara e Jle(MHUTUBHO KOHCTaTHpPaH Co
TIPOHAOTrabeTO Ha HUBOATA TpeJ] Hero, Kako 1 Mep-
MepHaTa KaMeHa Mojijiora 3a Iparor.

HuBOTO Ha BTOPUOT CcTpaTUrpa)CKu CEerMeHT
Bapupa of -0,35M 110 -1.25M of1 Kajie oHaTaMy U3e-
TyBa CaMo CTepU/IHA ITTMHECTa 3eMja M apXeoJIOIKY
e KOHCTaTMpaHa 37paBulla. Bo BTOPUOT KyITypeH
XOPU30HT KOj KOPecTOH/Ipa CO ITIMHECTOTO HUBO
BO COHfia 1, KameHaTa 1j1I04a ¥ HUBOTO TPOHAjEHO
BO COHJIAa 2, KaKo U BTOPOTO HMBO Ha MajTep Mpo-
Haj/IeHo BO COHJIa 3 ce MPOHAjieH! MaTepujaii Kou
CBEJIOYAT 3a BPeMeTO Ha M3rpajiba Ha [laMujaTa cé
10 19 Bek. IIpoHajmenu ce (hparmeHTH cajioBa Kepa-
MuKa ofi 16-17 B., MeTaTH! KJTMHIM KOPUCTEHH BO U3-
rpajba Ha [laMujaTa, a HajBEPOjaTHO ¥ TIOMOIIHKUTE
CKeJMiba, ¥ KaKo Mo3HauaeH Haofl, ce OTKpUeHU U
(bparMeHTH CTaK/I0 Off IPO30PIMTE Ha [JaMKjaTa Io-
TOYHO HaJl LIeHTPaJHUOT BJ/ie3 Ha [laMujaTa.

Bo conpia 4, hokycoT Oelie mpoHaorame Ha Te-
MeJIuTe Ha [JaMujaTa. TeMeTHOTO 1I0KJIe Ha [lJaMujaTa
Oerire mpoHajieHo Ha 1.09M, a TeMe/uTe 3aBpIIyBaaT
Ha 2.00M Bo rmHecTa TeMHOKadeaBa 3eMja. Temen-
HOTO L[OKJIe Ha MUHapeTo Oemnre Ha 1.09M, Jofeka 3a-
BPILETOKOT Ha TeMeJIOT Ha MUHAPeTO e KOHCTaTUpaH
Ha 1.84M pmabounHa. [Tpy McKonyBameTo Bo coHpia 4
e KOHCTaTHpaHa jaMa Co rpafiekeH YT U 0CTaTOIH
Ofl KyITypHU Martepujamu fio 1.25 M, a moToa mpo-
TOJKYBA CaMo TJIMHeCTa CTepUiHa 3eMja.

CoHpupameTo 13BeJleHo BO paMKuTe Ha Kora
Kapu jamuja- burona, Oeliie M3BpIIEHO CO 1ieN fia ce
KOMIIJIeTUPA apXUTEKTOHCKUOT U TPajie;KHO-CTaTHy-
KHOT e/leMeHT BO PaMKHTe Ha KOH3epBaTOPCKUTe
MCTPa)kKyBamba, HO CO OTKPUEHUTE cTpaTurpadcku
XOPU30HTH JI0OMBMe KIYUHM TOJATOIM 3a (has3ute
Ha CaKpaJIHKOT 00jeKT, a HM Ce OTBOPHUja 1 HOBU MO-
MEHTH 3a HeroBaTa KOH3epBaljija M pecTaBpalyja.
OojexToT, methMHUTHBHO MIMa JIBe rpajekHu (ha3u
KOM KOpPecIOHMpaaT co MaTepHjaJIHUTe OCTaTOLM
TMIPOHAaj/IeH! TP UCKoMyBameTo. MasuTe ce onpee-
JIeHU Of MaTepujaJTHUTe OCTATOIM U HOBUTE apXu-
TeKTOHCKM eJleMeHTH TPOHajleHU TIpefl BIe30T Ha
[laMujaTa Kaje, HajBepojaTHO, ce pabOTH 3a TPeM.
[Ipu ucKomyBameTo ce TPoHajaeHu (pparMeHTH rpa-
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tween -0.35cm to -1.25m. from where we have only
sterile soil and it's archaeologically determined as
a non-cultural layer. In the second cultural horizon
which corresponds with the clay level in dig 1, the
pavement stone and level found in dig 2, and also the
second level of malter found in dig 3, there are ma-
terials found that witness about the time of building
the mosque until the 19* century. We have ceramic
fragments from 16-17" century, metal nails used in
the building of the mosque and probably construc-
tion platforms and as a more significant finding
fragments of glass from the windows of the mosque
(exactly above the central entrance of the mosque).

In dig 4 the focus was finding the foundations
of the mosque. The beginning of the foundation of
the mosque was found at -1.09m. and the ending of
the foundations were at -2.00 m. in clay dark brown
soil. The start of the foundation of the minaret was
at -1.09m. while the ending of the minaret founda-
tions was at -1.84m. of depth. During the excavations
in dig 4 we have determined a pit of structural de-
bris and cultural remains till -1.25m. but after that
it is only sterile clay soil.

The excavations performed within Koja Kadi
Mosque were executed to complete the architecture
and the building-static element within the conser-
vation research but with the newfound stratigraph-
ic horizons we gained key data for the phases of the
holy structure as there are newly opened moments
for its conservation and preservation. The object
definitively has 2 construction phases which corre-
spond with the material remains found during the
excavations. The phases are determined the mate-
rial remains and new architecture elements found
in front of the mosque, where most probably was a
portico. During the excavations are found construc-
tive ceramics, fragmented pottery, animal bones,
metal objects and glass. On the surface, during the
cleaning of the terrain, there was an old marble spo-
lia (probably torn out from an associated building))
and a marble flagstone probably from a grave with
an Arabic inscription. The oldest found remains are
from 15-16 century and no older cultural horizons
are found. There is a certain intervention between
the 19-20 century and in my opinion the hexagonal
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lieKHAa KepaMuKa, (hparMeHTH cajjoBa KepaMUKa,
JKUBOTUHCKU KOCKM, METAJIHU TIPEIMETH U CTaKIIO.
Ha camara moBpIiMHa NPU PaCUUCTYBAETO TTOKPA]
ellHa MepMepHa Crojra(HajBepojaTHO U3BajieHa Off
TPU/IPYKHA TPaj0a) e OTKpreHa U MepMepHa Iioda
CO HaTIIMC U, 10 Cé u3ryefa, e HagrpooHa. Hajcrapu
TIPOHAjIeH OCTaTol| ce (pparMeHTUTE CajioBa Ke-
pamuKa of 15-16 BeK 1 He ce OTKpUeHU IOCTapu KyJl-
TypHU Xopu3oHTH. [locTou ofjpesieHa UHTepBeHIHja
Mery 19 u 20 BeK ¥ OTKPUEHUOT IO, Of, IIeCTaroIHu
TY/IY € HajBepojaTHO UMIJIEMEHTUPAH KOH KPajoT Ha
19 Bek, 3a BpeMe Ha PeHOBMPAKkETO Ha MHOTY [JaMUK
Bo burona. Tpera (hasa Ha 00jeKTOT e coBpeMeHaTa
(ha3a, OTHOCHO 1[EMEHTHHMOT T10/] HAIlpaBeH BO BTO-
para nonoBrHa Ha 20B.
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floor was implemented during the late 19" century
in time of the renovation of a lot of mosques in Bi-
tola. The third phase is the contemporary phase
which is the cement floor made in the second half
of the 20 century used until today.
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