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Bo tekot Ha mecers jymu 2019 roguHa, 3a 1p-
BIaT Oea M3BeJleHH CUCTEMATCKU apXeoJIOIIKU HC-
KOITyBaka BO paMKHUTe Ha MaHacTUpoT CBeTu JoBaH
[Ipereua kaj c. Crnemnye -Jlemup Xucap. MoHamKuoT
KUBOT BO MAHACTHPOT € B0300HOBeH Bo 1999 roau-
Ha', ITO YCJIOBMJIO BO M3MUHATKOT TIePUO, 11a Oujiat

1 ApxeonolIKUTe MCTPaKyBama Oea U3BEIEHU BO PAMKUTE Ha
[1I-ra JleTHa memupxucapcka Ikoaa, pakoBoaeHa of i-p Caiio
[[BeTKOBCKH, a (hUHAHCHpPAHA Off CTpaHA Ha MUHUCTEPCTBOTO
3a Kynrypa Ha P Makegonuja u co noppiuikara Ha CiemyaHcKoTo
MaHaCTHUPCKO MUIOCTHUIITBO U HETOBUOT UTYMeEH, jepOMOHax
Cepacdum. Hocuren Ha jo3BontaTa 3a apxeoyioNIKu UCTPaKyBamba
oemre JHY MHcTuTyT 3a cTapocioBeHcKa KyiTypa - [Ipunen Bo
copaboTka co HY 3aBop u My3ej - butona. Bo npoekToT, mokpaj
aBTOPUTE Ha TPYZOT Oea BKITyUeHH crieffHuTe muija: -p Danuna
BenjanoBcka, Kycroc coBeTHUK Bo HY Apxeonmomku Mysej Ha
Maxkepionyja; Bnagumup Kpcrecku, KoHsepBaTop apxeosor
Bo HY 3aBop u my3ej Ilpunen, m-p Apuca Jlemuk, Kyctoc BO
3emabcku (Hapomen) Mysej Ha buX, crymentute MBaHa Byunk,
Jenena Crimpescka, MBana Topruescka, Jlapko TpajkoBCKi off
Yuusepsutetor CB. Kupun u Metonuj Bo Ckomje; cTyaeHTHTe

[75]

In the course of the month of July 2019, ar-
cheological excavations were conducted for the first
time within the framework of the monastery St John
Preteca near the village of Slepce - Demir Hisar.
The monastic life was restored in the monastery
in 1999, which preconditioned the infrastructural

1 The archeological excavations were conducted within the
framework of the III Summer school in Demir Hisar led by PhD
Saso Cvetkovski and were funded by the Ministry of Culture of
the R. Macedonia, supported by the monastic comunity and
the hegumen of the monastery Slepce - hieromonk Seraphim.
The license for archaeological research was issued to the PNI
Institute for Old Slavic Culture - Prilep in cooperation with the
NI Bureau and Museum Bitola. Other than the authors of this
paper, the following persons were involved in the project: PhD
Fanica Veljanovska, curatorial advisor of the NI Archaeological
Museum of Macedonia; Vladimir Krsteski, conservator and
archaeologist of the NI Bureau and Museum - Prilep, Adisa
Lepi¢, MA, curator at the National Museum of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the students Ivana Vucic, Jelena Spirevska, Ivana
Gjorgievska, Darko Trajkovski of the University of Ss Cyril and
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n3BeJieH! MHBPACTPYKTYPHU 3ahaTi KOMIITO Ce He-
MHHOBHH 3a HEIPeueHOTO HOPMaIHO (DYHKI[MOHH-
pame 1 JKUBOT HA MAHACTUPCKOTO MUJIOCTHUILTBO,
Kako ¥ YIpaByBameTo CO MaHACTUpPCKaTa eKOHO-
muja. Co roneMm mpo0sieM MaHaCTHUPOT Ce COOuyBa
NpU Of[BpaKame Ha aTMOC(epCKUTe BOIAM KOMIITO
Ha 0BOj IIPOCTOP Ce MPUIMYHO TOJIeMHU, HO U CO MPH-
POJIHUTE TO/I3eMHU BOJM KOMIITO Ce JIOCTa BUCOKH,
IITO BITPOYEM IO YTBPAMBME U MTPH UCTPAKYBAHETO
Ha 00jeKTOT MarepHuIia.

MaHacTUpOT e MHOTY MO3HAT IO CBojaTa
CKpuNTOpCKa JejHoct. Hajpanuor pakomuc of 0o-
ratata cjiermyeHcka OMOMioTeKa e ClermueHCKHOT
arnocTo/ Koj MOTeKHYBa Off 1oc/ie[jHa UeTBPTHHA Ha
12 BeK, a CKpUITTOpCKaTa JIejHOCT e MHTeH3MBHA Cé&
10 16 Bek (AuTonuH 1879, 274-304; JlecriopoBa u Cra-
BeBa 1988, 90-93, 300-303, kar. op. 18, 98, Ilon-ATa-
HacoB 2017, 74-89). Ilomanky e mpoyuyBaH (hpecko-
JKUBOIKCOT BO jy’KHaTa M ceBepHaTa MopTa KojIITo
norekHyBa of 17 Bek (I'po3ganoB 2017, 37), Kako u
JKUBOTIKCOT BO TpIie3apujaTa KojIITO He e COuyBaH
(bamabanoB 1955, 73-74). Perpe3eHT Ha KyITypHaTa
HCTOpHja HA MAHACTHPOT Ce ¥ pe30apeHuTe BPaTH,
JaTHpaHu BO BpeMeTO Ha OXPU/ICKUOT apXUeNUCKOI
[Tpoxop (1525-1550 roguna) (['po3manos 2017, 37; Ju-
uyeHocKa 1984, 288).

KoH cpenunara Ha 19 Bek, cTapaTa MaHaCTHp-
CKa IIpKBa e HajBepojaTHO pasrpajieHa W Ha Hej3u-
HOTO MeCTO TOJIMrHAaTa HOBA 3a HITO HU CBeJOYM
apxXvUMaH/IpUTOT AHTOHUH TIPU CBojaTa ToceTa, TPU
rOfIMHM 110 M3rpajdara, Bo 1865 roguHa (AHTOHMH
1879, 285-287). Ha mpocTopoT Ha pa3ypHATHOT MaHa-
CTHPCKH KaTONMKOH, Bo 1862 ropuna, buia u3rpage-
Ha HOBaTa MOHYMeHTa/lHa MaHacTHPCKa I[PKBa, CO
mocTa crieli)uuHa apXUTEKTypa Urj Haoc e KoMOu-
Hallyja Off BIUIIAH 30MeH KPCT CO TPUKOHXOC M JIBe
KYIIOJIM 110 elHa Ha HapTeKcoT U HaocoT (KacarmoBa
2017, 105-106).

ApXeoJOIIKUTe HCKOIyBalka Oea IIpe3eMe-

lBan Capamos, Camo Kupockn, Enusabera TomeBcka, bojaHa
Tomrescka, Anexkcanppa Mnuesa, Aurena Cokonocka, Kpuctujan
bnaxescku, [lamjan Nnue of YausepsutetoT ['otie [lenueB Bo
[lITum, m-p JJopora CakoBuY, IOKTOPaH]] Ha YHUBEP3UTETOT BO
I'mamck, Ioncka, crymenture Hatanuja Ilkumnek, Anexkcanapa
bBennapek u Mapuun @uiapu ofi YHHBep3uTeToT Afam
MuukjeBuu Bo Ilo3Ham, [Toncka.

(2019) : 75-87.

[76]
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works which were inevitable for achieving smooth
and normal functioning and life in the monastic
community, as well as for the monastery economy
management. The monastery is facing a serious
problem when it comes to discharge of the atmos-
pheric precipitations, especially because there is
quite a large amount of atmospheric precipitations.
Furthermore, groundwater poses a problem, as
well, as could be seen in the course of research of
the refectory.

The monastery is renowned for the activity
of its scriptors. The earliest dated manuscript of
this extensive library of the village of Slepce is the
Slepce apostle originating from the last quarter of
the 12" century, and this was quite intense until
the 16 century (Antonun 1879, 274-304; [ecrnopoBa
u CrnaBeBa 1988, 90-93, 300-303, kat. 6p. 18, 98, ITom-
Aranacos 2017, 74-89). The frescoes of the southern
and the northern gate, which originate from the
17 century have not been studied to such a degree
(C'po3manoB 2017, 37). The same goes for the frescoes
in the dining room, which have not been preserved
(bamabanoB 1955, 73-74). The wood carved gates dat-
ed in the era of the Ohrid archbishop Prohor (1525-
1550) (I'po3manos 2017, 37; Jinuenocka 1984, 288) wit-
ness the cultural history of the monastery.

Towards the middle of the 19" century, the
old monastery church was most probably destroyed
and a new one was erected, as testified by the ar-
chimandrite Antonin in the course of his first visit,
three years after its construction in 1865 (AHTOHMH
1879, 285-287). In 1862, the new monumental mon-
astery church was constructed where the demol-
ished monastery katholikon used to be. This church
has quite a peculiar architecture and its naos is a
combination of a cruciform shape with a three-leaf
clover and two domes - one on the narthex and one
on the naos (Kacamosa 2017, 105-106).

The aim of the archeological excavations

Methodius in Skopje; the students Ivan Sarasov, Saso Kiroski,
Elizabeta Tosevska, Aleksandra Ilieva, Angela Sokoloska,
Kristijan Blazevski, Damjan Iliev of the University of Gotse
Delcev in Stip, Dorota Sakovi¢, MA, and a PhD candidate at
the University of Gdansk in Poland, students Natalia Skrzypek,
Aleksandra Berger and Martin Filary from the Adam Mickiewicz
University in Poznan, Poland.
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Un. 1 - Jlen og kangpma olikpueHa 8o conguite 1 u 2, Ha pociuopoitl
tiomety coBpemeHala YypKBa u UCWOYHUOW KOHAK

HH €O ¢TI f1a ce JeMHupaaT IOCTapuTe KYITYPHU
COZIP’KMHY Ha 0BOj TPOCTOP, HUBHATA XPOHOJIOTHja 1
o0eM. IIpuToa, bea OTKpHEHH CTIeHUTE COMPKUHM:

Kangpma. Kanypmara e u3paboTteHa oji Kpyr-
HU 1 TIOCUTHYU KaMema, mojie/ieHa Bo cermeHTH. [lo-
KPYIHUTe KaMeba ce TOCTaBeHH Kako rpaHuIHUIM
Ha CerMEHTHTe M KaKo CJIMBHUIIM 3a UCTEK Ha BOfIa.
[TomanuTe Kamema ce pefieHd BHATpe BO CETMEHTH-
Te. Hajuectu ce mocuTHM I/I0UECTH KaMeba pefie-
HU Ha KaHT, UCTOUHO Off LpkBaTta. [Ipu penemero
Ha KaJij[pmMaTa He e KOPUCTEHO BP3UBHO CPEJICTBO.
KanppmaTa e HajBHCOKa BO 3aMaj{HUAOT Jie/l Ha JIBO-
POT U TO CJIefiv TIAJIOT Ha TEePEeHOT, a HajHUCKA e BO
MCTOUHHUOT JieJl, OJIMCKY JI0 UCTOUYHMOT KoHak. [Ipu
peliemeTo Ha KaijpMara, Taa I00WIa BUCHHA Off ~
0,25 m KojaiuTo ce ciegu HU3 LEJIOTO JIBOPUIITE.
Bp3 Kangpmara ce cpekaBa COBpeMeH MaTepujal U

[77]

Fig. 1 - Fragment of cobblestone discovered in trenches 1and 2, placed
between the contemporary church and the eastern monastic quarters

was to define the older cultural contents of this
area, their chronology and dimensions. The follow-
ing contents have been discovered in the course of
these excavations:

Cobblestone. The cobblestone was made of
larger and smaller stones, separated in segments.
The larger stones were placed as boundary stones
on the segments and as gutters for discharge of
water. The smaller stones were placed inside the
segments. The most common ones were smaller
slab-like stones placed on kanr east of the church.
No binder was used in the placement of the cobble-
stone. The cobblestone reached the highest point in
the western part of the yard and followed the slope
of the terrain, and it reached the lowest point in the
eastern part, near the eastern monastic quarters.
The cobblestone reached a height of ~ 0.25 m which
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Wn. 2 - Jlen og kangpma olikpueHa 8o coHgaitia 4, uokpaj cesepHuoit
Sug Ha coBpemeHaula UypKsa

MeTaJIHU Mapu of oueTOKOT Ha 20 BeK, a [jofieKa BO
COHJIa 5, TOJ] KaJifpMaTa ce OTKPUeHH TYPCKH aKuM
ofi KpajoT Ha 19 Bek. Kangpmara HajeryBa Ha cOBpe-
MeHaTa IpKBa 1 e Ha KCTO HUBO CO MOIOT BO TPEMOT,
KaKo U CO MOYeTOKOT Ha TeMeJTHaTa rnapTuja. OBa Ha-
BECTYBa /IeKa JIBOPOT Ha MAHACTUPOT OWJI OIUIOUEH
CO KaJI[pMa 110 TpajieleTo Ha ceraniHaTa IpKBa, BO
1862 romyHa, a Ouzejku Ha (hoTorpacuute off KpajoT
Ha 19 Bek , Taa He ce I71e[ja, roieMa e MOKHOCTa KaJl-
JpMara jJla e TiocTaBeHa BO ITpBaTa MooBUHa Ha 20
Bek. Ha mpocTopoT Kajie Ka/iipmaTa HajelyBaia Ha
I[PKBaTa, e YHULITeHa co KaHaj mupok 0,5 m u aja-
0ok 0,25 m MCIOMHET co pu3ia, Bo (YHKIMjaTa Ha
npeHaxka. Kangpmara e oTkpueHa Bo conpute 1/19,
2/19, 3/19, 4/19 u 5/19.

CakpaneH objekiu. BemHai oy KajijapMara Bo
conpure 1/19, 2/19, 4/19 ce oTKpuja apXUTEKTOHCKH
OCTaToOIM Off CakpasieH 00jeKT, O[HOCHO Off MOCTa-

[78]

Fig. 2 - Fragment of cobblestone discovered in trenchedand 2, near the
northern wall of the contemporary church

was equal throughout the whole yard. On top of
the cobblestone, contemporary material and metal
coins can be seen, dating from the beginning of the
20™ century. In probe 5, beneath the cobblestone,
Turkish akce coins from the end of the 19* century
have been discovered. The cobblestone was placed
immediately next to the contemporary church and
at equal level as the floor in the porch and as the
beginning of the foundations. This indicates that
the vard of the monastery was paved with cobble-
stone after the construction of the present church
in 1862, and since it cannot be seen on photographs
dated at the end of the 19 century, it is highly likely
that the cobblestone was placed in the first half of
the 20™ century. In the area where the cobblestone
was placed immediately next to the church, it was
ruined with a cannal which was 0.5 m wide and 0.25
m deep, which was filled with grit stone, for the pur-
poses of drainage. The cobblestone was discovered



0. Ierpos, B. bpunoscku 1 C. Crojkocku - Apxeon. uck. : Manacuiup Creiive

0. Petrov, W. Brilowski and S. Stojkoski- Archaeol. Excav.: Manastir Slepce

Un. 3 - CoHguiue 1 u 2 iio oliciipaHysaree Ha Kaagpmaia.

Fig. 3 - Trenches 1 and 2 after the removing of the cobblestone

para LpKBa Ha 0BOj mpocTop. OBUE OCTaTOLU Ce CO-
YyBaHH CaMO BO TeMEJTHUTe TapThu Bo coHzia 1/19 u
2/19, nopeka Bo coHpia 4/19 e oTKpKeH caMo HeraTUB
of TeMeJIoT Ha 00jeKkToT. OCTaHATHOT /e Off HEero
e 1IeJIOCHO pasrpajieH U MCKOPHCTeH KaKo MajiaH
NpY TPajielmheTo Ha CeraiiHaTa IpKBa W KOHAIUTe.
Cropep, co3HaHMjaTa of] FOJUHEIIHUTE UCKOIYBakba,
rocTapara LpKBa, BO OCHOBA, OWIa TpUOPOJIHA, CO
IIMPOYMHA BO PACIIOH TIOMET'Y CeBEPHUOT U jYKHUOT
supi o7 13 mMeTpu, ojieKa O/KMHATA KOjallTo He e
BO IIeJIOCT e OTKpueHa Hajmanky 16 metpu. Op uc-
TPaKEHHOT 00jeKT Hajiobpo e couyBaH MCTOYHHUOT
SHJI, TpajieH o7l KaMeH Bp3aH co 0T BapoB MasTep.
Ha ucrounnor suj e (hopMupaHa arncuja KojaiTo
BO TEMEJIOT € 1[eJIOCHO MCTIONTHeTa CO KaMeH 1 BapoB
manTtep. Of ceBepHUTE U jyKHUTE JIeIOBU HA UCTOY-
HHOT SUJI, KAKO ¥ L[eJIMOT jyKeH JeNl ce COYyBaHU
caMO OCHOBHUTE Ha TeMeJIuTe Off MOKPYITHU KaMeba
KOMIIITO Ce CJI00O0IHO TTocTaBeH! Oe3 BP3MBHO CPefl-

[79]

Wn. 4 - Ociuiaitioyu og Wiemen Ha SUg co Upasey, UCUIOK-3ailag

Fig. 4 - Traces of foundation trench oriented east-west

in probes 1/19, 2/19, 3/19, 4/19 and 5/19.

Sacred building. Architectural remnants
from a sacred building have been discovered right
beneath the cobblestone in probes 1/19, 2/19, 4/19,
i.e. an older church built in this area. These rem-
nants have only been preserved in the foundations
in probe 1/19 and 2/19, whereas in probe 4/19, only
a negative of the foundations of the facility has
been discovered. The remaining part has been fully
destroyed and used as quarry in the course of con-
struction of the present church and the monastic
quarters. According to the knowledge of this year’s
excavations, the foundations of the older church
are ones of a three-nave church with a width of 13
cm between the northern and the southern wall.
The length of the wall, which has not been fully
discovered, amounted to at least 16 metres. Out
of the researched building, the eastern wall is the
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ctBo. TemenuTe Ha MocTapara IjpkBa ce BKOIIaHU BO
I[pBeHa I7IMHecTa 3eMja. PylIeBUHCKY CJ10j HA 0BOj
MPOCTOP BOOIIIITO He e OTKPKEH IITO yIaTyBa Ha Toa
JIeKa MPOCTOPOT 01T BHUMATEJTHO MCYMCTEH U IIeJI0-
KYIIHMOT MaTepHjal peyrnoTpedeH Mmpu u3rpajbaTa
Ha HoBara I[pKBa. llcTo Taka, oBa ymaryBa jieka 1oji-
HOTO HMBO Ha II0CTapaTa I[pKBa OMJI0 Ha MOBUCOKO
HUBO O]] HajBUCOKO COUYBAHUTE JIeIOBH O TeMeJIHa-
ta naptuja. OBaa cUTyal[ija OHEBO3MOKYBa IOBP3Y-
Balbe Ha JBWKHUTE XPOHOJIOUIKA OCETITHMBU HAOU
CO aPXUTEKTOHCKUTE OCTaTOIIH, T1a TaKa, 3acera He e
MOJKHO JIa Ce HallpaBy JjaTal[ija Ha MocTapaTa LpK-
Ba . Bo ogHOC Ha mocTapata rpajeskHa ¢a3a, HoBara
I[PKBa € CO MoMaJia NIMPKMHA U e TIOMEeCTeHa Ha JjBa
MeTPHU KOH 3ara/i, OTCTaNyBajKy 0ff 0CKaTa UCTOK-3a-
TaJl Ha MocTapara IpKBa o Toa IITO e MoMecTeHa
KOH jyT.

Oojexiu 1. Bo uctounuTe KpaeBU Ha COHZIUTE
1/19 1 2/19 ce oTKpM TeMeTHa MAPTHja Off S]] CO TIpa-
Bel] ceBep-jyr. TeMenmuTe Ha 0BOj SUJ, IOJ] TIpaB aroj
HajlerHyBaaT Ha SUJ| CO TipaBel; ceBep-jyr. TemenoT
Ha SUJIOT e TpajieH Co KpIeH KaMeH BpP3aH €O Kall,
HamecTa ce cpeKaBa U Ipajie)kHa 1 TIOKPUBHA Kepa-
muka. Ha efieH fier1, 0Boj Temest HajierHyBa Bp3 aricu-
7laTa ofj ocTapaTa L[PKBa. SUJIOT e COMUIHO TpajieH
of] KpIlleH KaMeH, a BP3aH €O KaJi, HaMecTa uMa |
TPYTKY off BapoB ManTep. OBHe [jBa sujla orpajiyBa-
ar 00jeKT KOjIITO Ce MPOCTHPa KOH UCTOK U JIEHeC ce
Haora 1oy, KICTOUHKOT KOHAK. 3apajii TECHUOT MPOC-
TOp He OeBMe BO MOMKHOCT Jla [IojieMe JI0 TIO[JHOTO
HUBO Ha 00jekToT. Ho, TOj Gemie ucmonHeT co mebern
CJI0j Ha PYIIeBHHHU O] KaMeH U (pparMeHTHpaHA T10-
KpUBHA KepaMuKa, a HUu3 Koj ce cJiefId U UHTeH3UBHO
ropewe. Bo 0Boj €J10j e oTKpreHa ToroieMa KoJu-
yKMHa Ha (pparMeHTHpaHa, Ia3MpaHa KepaMuKa co
XpoHororuja of 16-17 Bek. [Ipu usrpajioara Ha 00jex-
TOT € TIpecedeH rpo6oT 1 off KOjIITo e couyBaHa camMo
rOpHaTa MOJI0BUHA Off TIOCTKPAHUjaIHUOT CKeJIeT.

Hexpouona. Ha oTKpyeHHOT IIpoCTOp Ce OT-
KpHeHU TpH Torpe0yBatba 1 TPU IPYMaljiy Ha KOCKH.
['poboBHTE Ce OTKPUEHU UCTOUHO | jY’KHO Off Cerarl-
HaTa I[pKBa. ['poboBuTe 11 2 ce MPUTMYHO VHUIITE-
HU OMJIejKH ce TIOCTaBeH! JI0CTa TUTUTKO, MO, CaMy-

(2019) : 75-87.
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best preserved part, being built of stone bound with
white lime mortar. Apse is formed on the eastern
wall, the foundations of which are fully filled with
stone and lime mortar. When it comes to the north-
ern and southern parts of the eastern wall, as well
as the whole length of the southern wall, only the
basis of the foundations has been preserved, which
was built of larger stones that are placed without a
binder. The foundations of the older church are dug
into red clay dirt. No layer of rubble has been discov-
ered in this area, thus indicating that it must have
been carefully cleared and the total material has
been reused in the process of construction of the
new church. Furthermore, this shows that the floor
level of the older church was at a higher level from
the highest preserved parts of the foundations. This
situation prevents us from connecting the moveable
chronological sensitive finds with the architectural
remnants, which is why the older church cannot
be chronologically dated. As compared to the older
construction phase, the new church is not as wide,
being placed at two metres towards the west and di-
verges to the south from the east-west axis of the
older church.

Structure 1. In the eastern ends of probes
1/19 and 2/19, foundations of a wall with a direction
north-south have been discovered. The foundations
of this wall continue under a right angle to a wall
with a north-south direction. The foundations of
the wall were built with a stone bound in mud, and
in places there were construction ceramics and roof
tiles. Part of these foundations lie over the apsis of
the older church. The wall is sturdily built of stones
and is bound in mud, in places there are also lumps
of lime mortar. These two walls fence in a structure
that extends towards the east and is placed today
below the eastern monastery quarters. The tight
space disabled us from reaching the floor level of
the structure. However, the structure was filled
with a thick layer of stone rubble and fragmented
roof ceramics, and intense burning could be seen
all throughout the layer. A larger amount of frag-
mented glass ceramics was discovered in this layer,
dating from the 16®*-17" century. In the course of
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oT penieHT. Hajmo0Opo e couyBaH rpo6oT 6 Kojiuto
IPeTCTaByBa JIBOjHO IOrpedyBame BO TPOOHA jaMa
ochopMeHa 0ff BePTHKAJTHO MOCTAaBeHW KaMeHH TII0-
YK, Ha MCT HAUKMH MOKPKeHa CO MAaCHBHH IT0Un. I'po-
OoBuTe 3, 4 1 52 IpeTCTaBYBaaT rpynaiyja Ha KOCKH
O] pacTypeHu rpo0OOBH, COOpaHHM ITPH peyIoTpeda Ha

2 OBwie rpymanyy ce 03HaueH! peocyefieH 0poj Kako rpoboBuUTe.
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Wn. 5 - Objexiti 1, tiokpaj
UCUWIOYHUOW MAHACWUUPCKU
KOHaK

Fig. 5 - Structure 1, along side
easter monastic quarters

M. 6 - Uckouysanuoiu
Upocuiop tomety
coBpeMeHala UpKsa u
UCWIOYHUOUI MAHACWUPCKU
KOHAK

Fig. 6 - Excavated area
between the contemporary
church and the eastern monas-
tic quarters.

construction of this structure, grave 1 was cut. Only
the upper half of the postcranial skeleton has been
preserved in this grave.

Necropolis. Three burials and three groups
of bones have been discovered in this area. The
graves have been discovered to the east and to the
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HI0CTapy TPOOHM jaM¥ WM VHUIITEHH TPOOOBHU TIpH
rpajiere Ha HOBaTa I[PKBa, T1a THe Ouie cOOpaHu U
HoBTOpHO 3akomanu(?). Hajmo0ap mpumep 3a oBa e
rpo0oT 5 BO uMjalIToO jama O coOpaH OCTEONIOI-
KU MaTepujaji ojf HajMaKy 27 UHAUBUAYM UYMKILITO
rpo0oBM OWJTe pacTypeHH MpH IPajielheTo Ha COBpe-
MeHaTa I[PKBa’. AHTPOIIO/IONIKUTE KapaKTePUCTHKH
Ha Morpe0aHMTe Ha HEKPOIIOJaTa YKaKyBaaT JieKa
rpynara Ouma ofi HaceJTOMHCKM Kapaktep. Criope
CKeJIeTHHOT MaTepujasi, off BKYIIHO 37-Te W3[IBOeHU
VH/IUBUJIYY, MOJKeE JIa ce 3a0eJIe;KaT CUTe CTapOCHU
rpymu of, infans I 5o adults, Kako 1 CKOpo BoejHaue-
Ha I10/I0BA 3aCTaleHOCT Ha MayKU U JKeHH.

Kauiianoz Ha ¢pobosu:

I'po6 1

Cmobo/ieH YKOII BO I[pBeHaCTa I/IMHeCTa 3eMja.
CKeneToT e IMPEKTHO TIO/IOKEH Ha 3eMja, paleTe ce
UCTIPYKeHH MOoKpaj TesioTo. Off uepenor e couyBaHa
camo JI0/THaTa BUJTUIA, JIofieKa off MOCTKpaHUjaTHy-
OT CKeJIeT, IPaJHAOT KOl U HafimakTuiuTte. Kapmu-
11aTa ¥ JIOJITUTe KOCKY Ha HO3eTe HefloCcTacyBaar U ce
npeceyeHd TPY BKOMYBAETO Ha 3aMaHAOT TeMell
Ha o0jekT 1. [lorpebyBame Ha Malllka MHAMBU/IYA Ha
Bo3pacTt o7 50-55 rouHu.
Haogu: HEMA
CouyBana gomxkuHa: 0,48 m
Kota: 914.95 m
OpueHTanyja: 3amnaji-uCTOK

mmpuHa: 0,42 m

['po6 2

I'po0 2 e coboeH YKOI BO LipBeHa IJIMHEC-
Ta 3emja. Ce Haora JAMPEeKTHO MMOJ Kajjpmara, Ha
HeroniHy 0,35 m, Moj MOBpHIMHATA HA TePeHOT.
Ocrarouure of 0Boj Ipod ce pacKoNaHW IpH Ipa-
IeKHU PabOTH BO TEKOT Ha MMHaTaTa [elieHHja,
TIPUTOA CKEJIETHUTE OCTATOLM Oea CKJIaJMpaHu BO
MaHacTUpCKaTa KocTypHula. IIpu oBoropumiHuTe
HCKOTIyBama ce WCTPaKu TOBpIIMHATA Kafie IITO

3 AHTpOTOJONIKA aHAMM3a HA IeJIOKYITHUOT OCTEONOMKN
Marepujai e u3Bpiena of i-p Manuia BenjaHoBcka. [leranmuuor
U3BEIITaj 3a fleMorpad)CKuTe KapakTePUCTHKY Ha MOTpedaHunTe
Ha 0Baa HeKporona Ke Ouyie y0/mKyBaH Bo nocebes Tpyp. OBfe
Ke OWIaT /lajileHu caMo KPaTKK aHTPOIONOIIKY HH(OopMaIuy 3a
CKeJIeTHTe OJf IHTAKHUTE Morpe0yBarma Ha HEKPOIIoaTa.

(2019) : 75-87.
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south of the present church. Graves 1 and 2 have
been rather demolished because they were placed at
quite a shallow level, under the recent itself. Grave
6 has been best preserved. This grave contains a
double burial finding in a grave pit formed by ver-
tically placed stone slabs, which were covered in
the same manner with mass slabs. Graves 3, 4 and
5% are groups of bones from graves that have been
wrecked; the bones were collected in the course of
reuse of older pits or destroyed graves when build-
ing the new church, and they were reburied. Grave
5is the best example of this, in the pit of which was
collected osteological material belonging to at least
27 individuals, the graves of which were wrecked
in the course of construction of the contemporary
church?. The anthropological specifics of the buried
persons in the necropolis point out to the fact that
the group was of populated character. According to
the skeleton material of the total of 37 separate in-
dividuals, all age groups from infans I to adults can
be remarked, and there is an almost equal gender
representation.

Catalogue of graves:

Grave 1

Pit grave into a reddish clay dirt. The skeleton
was directly placed on the soil in a supine position,
hands alongside the body. Only the lower jaw has
been preserved from the skull, whereas from the
postcranial skeleton - the thorax and the upper arm.
The pelvis and the long bones of the leg are missing;
they are the ones that have been cut in the process
of digging into the western foundations of structure
1. A burial of a male individual, aged 50-55.
Finds: NONE
Preserved length: 0.48 mwidth: 0.42 m elevation:
914.95 m

2 These groups have been marked in the same order as the
graves.

3 PhD Fanica Veljanovska has conducted anthropological
analysis of the total osteological material. The detailed report
concerning the demographic specifics of the buried individuals
in this necropolis will be published in a separate paper. Here
we will only include brief anthropological information on the
skeletons of the intact burials of the necropolis.
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011 OTKpKEH IPoOOT U ce OTKpH rpobHarta jama. Ilo-
rpeOyBarbe Ha MallKa HHMBHya Ha BO3pacT of 45-
50 roguHu.

Haogu: HEMA

Homxkuna: 1,35 m mupuna: 0,52 m kora: 915.62 m
OpueHTanyja: 3amnaji-uCToK

I'pob6 3

[IpeTcTaByBaaT AMCIOIMPAHH CKEJIETHU OCTa-
TOLIM Ha JiBe MHAMBUIYY MOCTaBeHH Ha MPOCTOPOT
jy’KHO 0fT COBpeMeHaTa I[pKBa.
Haogu: HEMA
Jomkuna: 0,70 m mmpuna: 0,5 mkoTa: 915.05 m
Opuenranyja: /

I'po6 4

[lucnonipany CKeJleTHU OCTATOLM Off TPU
MHIUBU/IYM, TIOCTAaBEHH TMOKpaj TeMeJIoT Ha COBpe-
MeHaTa I[pKBa.
Haopu: HEMA
Homxkuna: 0,50 m mupuna: 0,30 m kora: 915.10 m
OpuenTanyja: /

I'po6 5

Jama, c000eH YKOI BO IIpBeHa IIMHECTa
3eMja. Jamara ce Haora BO IPOJIOKETOK Ha T'po0
6, maboka e 0,6-0,7 metpu. Bo Hea bea HadpraHu
CKeJIeTHHM OCTaTOL Off HajMasiKy 27 uHauBuayu. Ha
MHUCTIee CMe JleKa OBfie Ce 3aKOMaHu KOCKUTe Off
PacKoIaHUTe TPO0OBH, OTKPUEHU IIPU UMCTEHETO
Ha TPOCTOPOT 3a MU3rpajda Ha COBpeMeHaTa IIPKBa.
[Tomery aucoLpaHuTe KOCKH BO OBaa jama Oea oT-
KpPUEeH! KOCKM Ha JIeTCKU, MalllKi U JKeHCKU UHJIU-
BUIYHM Ha pa3/indyHa BO3PacT.
-Haogu: HEMA
Homxkuna: 1,05 m mmpuna: 0,3 m kora: 914.35 m
OpuenTaryja: 3amaji-uCTOK

I'po6 6

[lucra, rpajieHa 1 MOKpHeHa cO KaMeHH III0-
un. Ce Haora Ha MPOCTOPOT jYAHO Off COBpeMeHaTa
IIPKBa ¥ BO TIPETIIOCTABEHUOT jyKeH Opojl Ha IIPK-
BaTa off mocrapara (asa. Bo rpobor morpebanu ce
IBe MHAMBUAYM 6 I - moMIafjoTo morpedyBame 1 6
II moctapoTo morpeOyBame. J|BeTe MHAUBUAYM Oea

[83]

Orientation: west-east

Grave 2

Grave 2 is a pit grave in a reddish clay dirt. It
is placed directly beyond the cobblestone, at almost
0.35 beyond the surface of terrain. The remnants
of this grave have been wrecked in the process of
construction works conducted in the last decade,
whereas the skeleton remnants were stored in the
monastery ossuary. This year’s excavations uncov-
ered the surface where the grave was discovered
and the grave pit was found. This grave contains a
burial of a male individual aged 45-50.
Finds: NONE
Length: 1.35 m width: 0.52 melevation: 915.62 m
Orientation: west-east

Grave 3

This grave is consisted of dislocated skeletal
remnants of two individuals placed in the area to
the south of the contemporary church.
Finds: NONE
Length: 0.70 m width: 0.5 m elevation: 915.05 m
Orientation: /

Grave 4

Dislocated skeletal remnants of three individ-
uals, placed along the foundations of the contempo-
rary church.
Finds: NONE
Length: 0.50 m width: 0.30 m elevation: 915.10 m
Orientation: /

Grave 5

A pit grave in a reddish clay dirt. The pit is
placed in continuation of grave 6, and it is 0.6-0.7
metres deep. Skeletal remnants were scattered in-
side, belonging to at least 27 individuals. Our opin-
ion is that these are the bones of the open graves
discovered when clearing the area for construction
of the contemporary church. Between the dislocat-
ed bones in this pit, there were bones of children, as
well as male and female individuals at different age.
Finds: NONE
Length: 1.05 m width: 0.3 m elevation: 914.35 m
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TIOJIO}KEHH Ha T'p0, CIPYKEeHH, CO I7laBaTa CBPTEHa
KOH MCTOK. Parjete Ha momjajioto morpeoyBame (6
I) Gea mocTaBeH Ha CTOMaK, Ji0fieKa Kaj II0CTapoTo
(6 II), neBara Ha Kap/uIia a IecHaTa Ha rpajau. /Ise-
Te norpe0yBamba ce HalpaBeH! BO KPAaTOK MEPUO],
HajBepojaTHO BO Iepuoj] MoMasl off 5 TOIMHH, BTO-
POTO TorpeOyBame e HalpaBeHO JofieKa TeloTo Ha
TMIOKOJHUKOT Of MPBOTO IMOrpe0yBame c¢ VIITe He
Ou0 1e0cHO pacmazgHato. OBa MOKe Jla ce BUU
of1 (haKTOT IITO AHATOMCKUOT Pactopes] Ha KOCKHUTe
0J IOCTapOTO MorpedyBame He e MopeMeTeH, 0CBeH
yepernoT KOjIITO e oMecTeH KOH jiecHo. Crioper aH-
TPOMOJIOIIKUTE aHAJIU3K ce PabOTH 3a IOrpedyBarmbe
Ha Mamika uHpuBuzya (6 I) Ha Bo3pact of 55-60 ro-
IMHY ¥ jKeHcKa nHauBuzya (6 1I) Ha Bospact Hag 60
TOJVHHU.

-Haogu: HEMA
Homxuna: 1,50 m
Kora: 914.35 m
OpuenTalyja: 3amaji-uCTOK

mpuHa: 0,5 m

* *

[Ipu oBoroMIIHKTE UCTPAKYBaka BO PaMKU-
Te Ha KOMITJIeKCOT Ha MaHacTupoT Crierye ce mojie
710 3HauYajHU CO3HAHMja 3a MocTapaTa OpraHu3alyja
1 (a3uTe Ha MaHACTUPCKATa I[PKBA U MPUPYKHHU-
Te objextr. Co orjiej Ha Toa IITO Ha OBOj MPOCTOP
BO KOHTUHYUTET Ce JKUBee HEeKOJKY BeKa, HacTaHa-
Ta e rojemMa JIeCTpyKlija Ha ofipefileHd KYITYpHU
COAIPKUHU. Bo ceramHuoT cTerneH Ha UCTPasKeHOCT,
MOJKe Jla KajkeMe JieKa Ha IPOCTOPOT Off IeHellHaTa
MaHaCTHPCKa IPKBa II0CTOeIa [IocTapa TpHKopabHa
IIPKBa €O MPUOIMKHA MIMPOYKMHA off ~13 m U couy-
BaHa 0/bKMHA off ~16 m. Ha mpocTopoT UCTOUYHO off
IIPKBaTa, KaKo U BO MPETIOCTABEHUOT jyKeH Opoj
OTKPUEHH Ce TPU MHTAKTHU morpedyBamba (1, 2 u 61,
II), Kako ¥ Tpu Tpynanuy Ha Kocki (3, 4 u 5). [lenen-
HaTa IPKBa KOjalITO € ILIeHTPajiHO T0CTaBeHa BO
IBOPUIITETO e u3rpajieHa Bo 1862 ropuna. Hekonky
TOIMHY WX JIelleHUH TOJIOI[HA JIBOPUIITETO OUIIO
11eJIOCHO MOTIOUeHo co Kajapma. Criope[ IBUKHUTe
HAOJM OTKPUEHU Ha UCTPaKeHUOT IPOCTOP, a KOU-
IITO Ce XPOHOJIOIIKM OCET/IMBY, 3acera HajpaHUTe
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Orientation: west-east

Grave 6

A cyst grave, constructed of slabs and covered
in slabs. It is placed in the area to the south of the
contemporary church and in the presumed south
nave of the older church. Two individuals have been
buried in the grave - 6 I - the more recent burial
and 6 II the older burial. The two individuals were
placed in a supine position with the head towards
the east. The arms of the younger individual (6 I)
were placed on the stomach, whereas in the case of
the older individual (6 II), the left arm was on the
pelvis, and the right arm was on the thorax. The two
individuals were buried in quite a short period, most
probably in a period shorter than 5 years, the second
burial was made while the deceased person from
the first burial had not decomposed yet. This can be
seen from the fact that the anatomical placement
of the bones of the older burial was not been dis-
rupted, other than the skull which was moved to the
right. According to the anthropological analyses, a
male individual was buried here (6 I), aged 55-60 and
a female individual (6 II), aged above 60.
Finds: NONE
Length: .50 m Width: 0.5m  Elevation: 914.35 m
Orientation: west-east

This year’s research within the framework
of the complex of the Slepce monastery has led to
important findings concerning the former organisa-
tion and the phases of the monastery church and
the accompanying structures. Taking into consid-
eration that this space has been continuously in-
habited for a number of centuries, certain cultural
contents have been severely obliterated. The cur-
rent degree of research allows us to say that in the
area of today’s monastery church there used to be
an older three-nave church with a width of ~13 m
and a preserved length of ~16 m. In the area to the
east of the church, as well as in the presumed south
nave, three intact burials have been discovered (1, 2
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HaoJIi ce laTUpaHu Bo 14 BeK, U YKajKyBaaT Ha 0Co-
0eHo 3rojieMeHa YOBeUKa aKTHBHOCT Ha OBOj MPOC-
TOP, BO NepuofoT Ha 16 u 17 Bek.
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T.I- Meranny naopu: (1) bponsena MoHeTa; (2) bakapHa akua (ropuna 1884/5); (3) bakapHa akya (ropmna 1839); (4) mperen;
(5) MacuBeH IpcTeH co BereTabKiHa eKopalija; (6) IpuBe30K KPCT, Ha aBepc IpeTcTaBa Ha Pacmetue, jojeka Ha peBepc
TpeTcTaBa Ha cB. BapBapa; (/) BpomseH mpegmer.

P1. Metal finds: (1) bronze coin; (2) turkish coin Akcha (year 1884/5); (3) turkish coin Akcha (year 1839); (4) finger ring; (5)

masive finger ring with vegetable ornamentation; (6).cross- %enda t, obvers representation of Crucifix, reverse a repre-
sentation of saint Barbara; (/) bronze object
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